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Isleta Pueblo News
FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR:

MA GU WAM;
It’s that time of year again when 
friends and family reminisce about the 
Christmases of the past and reflect on the 
good old days of this wonderful holiday, 
we must keep in mind that Christmas is 
not just any holiday but an important one 
of the year for our culture and traditional 
observance. It is a time for remembering, 
a time to share the goodness of your heart 
with others, and for expressing with words 
and gifts what someone means to you. It 
is a chance to make wishes come true and 
to give something from your heart. It is a 
chance to give a message that will express 
love and caring to the ones we care about 
the most.  With these thoughts in mind, I 
would like to give you my wishes for this 
holiday.  I humbly give Thanks to our Great 
Spirit for giving us life and the opportunity 
to enjoy each day; to our Mother Earth for 
her shelter and food and to our Father SUN 
who gives us warmth and lights up our 
path as we venture together into the NEW 
YEAR.  I pray that the Great Spirit bless us 
with good health and a long life.

Comanche Ranch Fee to Trust
I am happy to report on the current status of 
the Fee to Trust Acquisition by the United 
States of America of the Pueblo of Isleta 
Comanche Ranch and Corridor Property.  
This long time process is in the final stages 
for approval and transfer.
At the request of the BIA/SPA Realty 
Officer, information was provided to 
complete a supplemental package required 
for issuance of the Solicitor’s Final Title 
Opinion.

• Efforts were undertaken to account 
for and confirm payment of all property 
taxes for Tax Year 2015 (approximately 
$2,100) for the parcels in Valencia and 
Socorro County.   The Realty Officer and 
Solicitor’s Office have indicated that the 
information provided was sufficient to 
satisfy that request.   
• The form of Warranty Deed 
and an updated title commitment 
has been provided to both the BIA/
SPA and Regional Solicitor’s Office.   
Minor technical revisions to the legal 
description have been requested by 
the BIA Surveyor, and a revised title 
commitment is being prepared, along 
with a revised legal description to attach 
to the Warranty Deed.
• The site inspection with the 
SWRO Environmental Specialist 
revealed several remediation tasks to 
be undertaken by the Pueblo, including 
containment of fuel tanks and minor 
cleanup of noted violations.   It is our 
understanding that the Pueblo must 
proceed with these tasks, but that the 
actual fee-to-trust acquisition will not be 
delayed if they are not completed by the 
time the formal fee-to-trust paperwork 
has been processed.  A subsequent site 
visit will likely be required, however, 
to assure compliance with federal 
regulations.

• The requisite 30-day public notice 
of the United States’ decision to take the 
property into trust is being published 
today  in the Valencia County Bulletin 
and the El Defensor-Chieftain in Socorro 
County.  This was undertaken at the 
instruction of the Solicitor’s office, 
and the affidavits of publication will 
be forwarded to both BIA/SPA and 
Solicitor’s Office as soon as we receive 
them.
• Once we receive formal instruction 
from BIA that the transfer has been 
approved, we will ask the Title Company 
to record the Warranty Deed (in both 
counties) and then return it to us to 
deliver to the BIA for filing in its Lands 
Records.

• We anticipate that the property will 
be formally transferred into trust by the 
end of January.

In summary is a listing of some of our 
project accomplishments to date, pending 
projects and future projects the tribe will 
continue and pursue.

MESSAGE FROM GOVERNOR:
As your Governor, I fully realize I can’t 
do it alone, I look to you our community, 
our native culture and traditions for your 
support and guidance. Only through 
our mutual trust and respect of self and 
others, we can realize personal growth 
and continued wellness of our community 
and our future generations.  May the Great 
Spirit always guide you and protect you and 
your loved ones in the coming Year 2016.

 Project Name     Summary

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

CCD Building   Final construction documents were provided 11/5/2015 from the   
    Architect and are currently under review.  Once they are    
    approved by POI the bid schedule will be established.  We   
    anticipate this project to be bid for construction December   
    2015.   ** Construction Inspector position is being proposed in 2016  
    budget for this and other projects.  If position is not approved, PSD  
    will bid for the CI services on this project.

Cemetery Expansion  Existing cemetery improvements need to be bid out.  Work is being  
    proposed the 2nd and 3rd quarter of 2016.

Elder Center & Assisted  Work being completed for the installation of door access controls 
Living Facility   and sound systems for Memory Care Unit in the ALF.

Former Isleta School / Cultural Preproposal meeting for architectural services was held on 
Preservation Office & Museum 10/28/2015 - Proposals are due December 15, 2015.  Project    
    design is anticipated to take 12 - 14 months.

Hydroponic Greenhouse We are in the initial planning phases for the development of   
    hydroponic greenhouses for organic foods.  Research being   
    conducted includes greenhouses designs, estimated production,   
    proposed location, O&M, customer base (Elderly Center,   
    Elementary School, Casino, etc.) and grants available for   
    the construction.

Old Head Start Renovation Space programming needs and scope are complete.  Waiting on   
    Procurement and Attorney's office to finalize the Design-Build   
    RFP. We will not be able to establish a final bid schedule until the  
    bid documents are ready.  The building expansion will be utilizing  
    lava blocks.

PSD/IPHA Building and Yard Conference call is scheduled with both BIA and FHWA for   
    November 13, 2015 to discuss the Environmental Assessment   
    Scope and establish Lead Agency for Coordination of the NEPA   
    Process.  IPHA has agreed to pay for the EA.  Procurement   
    and Attorney are working on the Design/Build RFP.  Space   
    programming needs are finalized; however, we will not be able to  
    establish a final bid schedule until the bid documents are ready. 
    Priorities for November/December/January are to get the EA 
    process under way and finalize the boundary survey for the Admin/ 
    Yard as well as the extended ROW that will be needed for the 
    improved access road (TR 97).

Traditional House at  Proposed classroom to be built like an old adobe home at 
Elementary School   Elementary School.  No schedule yet and scope needs to be   
(Living Class Room)  finalized.

Veterans' Center  Building has been purchased and anticipated delivery is November 
Site Development   17th.   IHS is assisting POI with the Septic System Design.  The   
    addition grant funds will be used to cover the septic system, site   
    work, landscaping, and outdoor lighting.

PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT PROJECTS

        Continued next page
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  Project Name     Summary

TRANSPORTATION DIVISION PLANNING PROJECTS

Long Range Transportation  Scope of work is being written for the Pueblo’s Long Range  
Plan     Transportation Plan.  Project will be awarded under our IDIQ  
     Engineering Contracts in Summer of 2016.

Transit Feasibility Study   Final presentation is scheduled with Council for December  
     2015 to summarize the final report and proposed transit   
     routes.

TRANSPORTATION DIVISION DESIGN PROJECTS

Moonlight Drive    Project on hold until some NMDOT projects can be closed  
     out - proposed to continue in 2016.

NM 45 / NM 314 / NM 317  Proposed Alternative Alignment has been approved  
Intersection    by Council.  We are currently working on the Environmental  
     Assessment which is scheduled for completion in June 2016.   
     The design will start in February 2016 and is estimated to  
     take 14 - 16 months depending on agency coordination,   
     reviews, and approvals.  We are actively seeking grants for  
     the construction.

Quiet Zone Phase 2 (NM 147 /  100% plans scheduled for completion in June 2017.  ROW  
314 Intersection Widening)  and NMDOT certifications have delayed construction from  
     FY 2015 to 2017.

Tribal Road 2 (Phase 2)   Project on hold until some NMDOT projects can be closed  
     out - proposed to continue in 2016.  Project ROW appraisals  
     and compensations will be a priority.

Tribal Road 90    Project on hold until some NMDOT projects can be closed  
     out - proposed to continue in 2016.

Tribal Road 97 / NM 47 Intersection The new FHWA Tribal Transportation Priority list will be   
for PSD Facility    presented to Council and will include a request to approve  
     this project as part of the PSD Facility / Yard Project.

TRANSPORTATION DIVISION CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

NM 47 Landscaping Project  Project complete - final inspection scheduled in November  
     2016.

NM 47 Safety Project (Lighting  Project design complete and construction will be bid in   
Improvements at NM 147)  Winter of 2016.

Tribal Road 78    Project is advertised - Bids are due in December 2015.

TRANSPORTATION DIVISION MAINTENANCE PROJECTS

Crack Seal / Crack Fill   Spring 2016 Various Roads throughout the community will  
     get a crack seal/fill

Fog Seal    Spring 2016 Various Roads throughout the community will  
     get a fog seal.

PMB Patches    Spring 2016 Various Roads throughout the community will  
     get PMB Patches

Magnesium Chloride   Winter/Spring depending on moisture/weather patterns

UTILITIES DIVISION CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS   
Los Charcos Pump House  New Pump House and Well being completed in the Los   
     Charcos area.  Project scheduled for completion January of  
     2016.

PROBATE NEWS
First Notice – A petition to Probate the 
Estate of Juan P. Lucero, deceased April 
09, 2012. Case No. CV-15-PRO-00150, has 
been filed with the Pueblo of Isleta Tribal 
Courts.  Any person claiming an interest in the 
Estate may notify the Pueblo of Isleta Tribal 
Court Clerk in writing within thirty (30) days 
of this notice being posted.   A hearing on the 
matter is scheduled for Thursday, February 
25, 2016 at 9:00 a.m.  Claims must be filed 
in writing with the Isleta Tribal Court Clerk, 
located at the Tribal Service Complex, 3950 
Hwy 47 SE, Building A, Albuquerque, NM.  
Any questions regarding the matter may be 
directed to the Isleta Tribal Court Clerk at 
(505) 869-9699.

First Notice – A petition to Probate the 
Estate of Juan B Montoya, deceased 
February 10, 1990. Case No. CV-15-
PRO-00149, has been filed with the 
Pueblo of Isleta Tribal Courts.  Any person 
claiming an interest in the Estate may notify 
the Pueblo of Isleta Tribal Court Clerk in 
writing within thirty (30) days of this notice 
being posted.   A hearing on the matter is 
scheduled for Wednesday, March 30, 2016 
at 1:30 p.m.  Claims must be filed in writing 
with the Isleta Tribal Court Clerk, located 
at the Tribal Service Complex, 3950 Hwy 
47 SE, Building A, Albuquerque, NM.  Any 
questions regarding the matter may be 
directed to the Isleta Tribal Court Clerk at 
(505) 869-9699.

Governor Torres, 2nd Lt. Governor, Isleta Elementary Facility, and the Isleta Elementary Students at the Tribal 
Service Building (TSC) after singing Christmas Carols for the TSC employees.



January 2016                                Isleta Pueblo News                                                                       Page 3

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Deadline for February Newsletter articles is set for Thursday, 
January 21, 2016 at 4:30pm.  Articles may be dropped off at the 
Library or emailed to poi02002@isletapueblo.com.  Should you 
email your article, expect a confirmation email.  If you do not 
receive a confirmation email, odds are it never made it to me and 
then it’s time to panic, so call Nate at 505.869.9808.
People whom wish to submit an article or flyer are responsible for 
generating their own article or flyer.  Should you need help, please 
call the Library at 505.869.9808 and set up a date and time to sit 
down with a Library staff member whom will help you throughout 
the process.  The Library will NOT accept notes dropped off at the 
Library or information over the phone to generate your article.
Newsletters may be found at the sixteen distribution locations 
listed below.  Remember, Digital copies of the Newsletter may be 
obtained from the Newsletter archive at http://www.isletapueblo.
com/newsletters.html  
The sixteen Newsletter distribution locations are:
1) The Administration Building (Governor’s Office):    
 Receptionist  Desk

2) Census Office: Receptionist Desk
3) Health Center: Receptionist Desk
4) Housing Department: Receptionist Desk
5) Department of Education: Receptionist Desk
6) New Recreation Center: Newsletter Stand
7) Old Recreation Center: Front Desk
8) Tribal Service Complex: Receptionist Desk
9) Tribal Service Complex: I.P.D. Dispatch Window
10) Tribal Service Complex: Tribal Courts Window
11) Elders Center: Receptionist Desk & Lunch Delivery
12) Head Start: Receptionist Desk
13) Library: Newsletter Stand
14) Ranchitos Park: Blue Box (see   
 picture for example)
15) Old Head Start Complex: Blue Box  
 (see picture for example)
16) Intersection of Tribal Road 82 &   
 Tribal Road 84: Blue Box
 (see picture for example)

Now is a time where our family's 
faith is being tested by the Lord. 
It has not been easy to accept that 
our brother/uncle has been gone. 
He may not be physically here 
on earth but his soul remains 
watching among our family. 
On behalf of the Lucero family, we 
would like to thank our family, the 
Tribal community, and the Tribal 
administration for our time of 
need during the loss of our brother/
uncle. The loving sympathy 
you all have shown during this 
tremendously difficult time is and 
was greatly appreciated.
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Hello and Happy New Year to everyone in the 
Isleta Pueblo!  I want to officially introduce 
myself, my name is Arnold Sena and I am 
the new Director of the Isleta Pueblo Parks 
& Recreation Department.  I am a native 
New Mexican that was born and raised in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico and I have been 
married to my wonderful wife Julie for 26 
years, I also have two sons and a wonderful 
daughter in law, son Kendel 18 years old, 
son Kendrick 25 years old and daughter 
in law Mary Rose 25 years old.  I attended 
school in Albuquerque from kindergarten 
to 12th grade and graduated from 
Albuquerque High School in 1981.  Upon 
graduating from high school I attended New 
Mexico Highlands University from 1981 
through 1985 on Presidential and Athletic 
Scholarships.  While in college I pursued 
a Degree in Business Administration/
Management and played college basketball 
for the University for 4 years.  I obtained 
my Bachelor of Business Administration/
Management from New Mexico Highlands 
University in 2000.  I currently have 30 
plus years of experience in recreation, 
management and administration.  All of my 
30 plus years of professional work experience 
has been in City Government while I was 
working for the City of Albuquerque.  I 
retired in May of 2015 from the City of 
Albuquerque after 33 years from my position 
as the Division Manager of the Community 
Recreation & Educational Initiatives 
Division.  I thoroughly enjoyed my 33 years 
with the City and the opportunity it gave me 
to work directly with the general public.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to let all 
of you know that it’s a pleasure to be part 
of the Pueblo of Isleta, I consider myself 
fortunate to be part of such an amazing 
proud community and I am really looking 
forward to meeting and working with the 
residents of Isleta Pueblo.  If any of you are 
ever at the New Recreation Center please 
take a minute to stop by and say Hi, I would 
love to meet you, so please feel free to stop in 
whenever you’re in the area. 
My official first day on the job was November 
23rd, 2015 and in my short time here, I’ve had 
the opportunity to see the great amenities 
and programs that this department has to 
offer the residents of Isleta Pueblo.  Some 
of those amenities and programs include 
a beautiful swimming pool, steam room, 
saunas, outstanding fitness/workout 
facilities and equipment at both the old rec 
and new rec centers, game rooms, meeting 
room, a wonderful gymnasium, community 
parks with playgrounds, baseball/softball/
T-ball fields, after school programs for the 
youth, swimming activities for adults and 
youth, karate classes, arts & crafts for 
the youth and many other amenities and 
programs, but I believe that the biggest 
asset by far that this department has 
to offer the residents of Isleta Pueblo is 
the employees and their knowledge and 
professionalism. The individuals that 
work for this department are all extremely 
knowledgeable and willing to help out 
anyone who sets foot in our facilities and 
parks.  Please come in and take advantage 
of the programs, parks and amenities that 
the department has to offer and feel free to 
offer any suggestions on programs that you 
would like to see offered in the future, any 
and all suggestions are welcomed.

AQUATICS
The Aquatics Division is busy taking care 
of the programs they currently operate on 
a daily basis even though they are short 
staffed, but here’s an EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY for anyone qualified 
and interested as long as you meet the 
requirements. We are actively looking for 
qualified LIFE GUARDS to hire to help 
with our staffing issues in the Aquatics 
Division.  If any of you are interested in 
working as a LIFE GUARD please look on 
the website and apply.  We are looking for 
a few good qualified individuals.  Keep up 
the great work guys, hopefully help is on 
the way.

PARKS DIVISION
The Parks crew is busy as usual taking care 
of the parks and different facilities around 
the Pueblo.  These guys do an outstanding 
job everyday are always there to help out 
when needed.  These guys brave the cold on 
a daily basis and never complain.  Great job 
guys, thank you for all your hard work, it is 
greatly appreciated.

NEW REC and OLD REC
The New Year brings New Year’s 
Resolutions and our staff, facilities and 
amenities are here for your use to help you 
with all of your resolutions, so please stop 
in and utilize our staff and facilities to help 
with those New Year’s Resolution.  We have 
a great staff and fitness programs available 
at both facilities to give you that extra push 
you may need to get you going into the New 
Year.  We want you to come in and use all 
the resources we have available to help you 
with your health needs.  We also want to 
make sure that the youth that attend our 
programs have a great time while they are 
here.  I know that the staff that works with 
the youth are doing their best to provide a 
safe, fun and educational environment for 
the youth participants.  Thank you for the 
awesome job you do with our youth, these 
children look up to all of you and you guys 
do a great job.  Thank you! 

SPECIAL THANKS
I want to give a special thanks to the Nanas 
for being so helpful every day they are here, 
and for all the wonderful projects that they 
worked on for the REACHING FOR A STAR 
event on this past December 2015.  They do 
an awesome job with their projects. Please 
take a look at the pictures to see some of the 
wonderful things they made and donated to 
the event.  Great job, we really appreciate 
you and everything that you do for the 
community and the youth.

I’m looking forward to the New Year, my 
new beginning and all the wonderful things 
this New Year has yet to reveal to all of us.  
I hope to see many of you here using our 
staff and facilities.

Once again, HAPPY NEW YEAR!

 

Parks & Recreation

Isleta Pueblo News
Editor:
   Nathaniel Lujan
Asst. Editor:
   Tara Abeita
Published By: 
   Valencia  Express
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Pet owners, now that the weather is colder, 
please keep your pets warm and safe from 
the freezing weather. Animals that are kept 
outside should be provided with a shelter to 
get out of the elements.  Old bales of hay are 
great for making a shelter for your pet in the 
winter.  Straw or similar hay can be used as 
bedding in dog houses.  Blankets are also 
good but once they become wet, they do not 
insulate very well.  Animals also need more 
calories to keep warm.  A small increase in 
food intake will help your outside pet stay 
warm.  Animals kept indoors should not need 
extra food.  Dehydration is also a concern 
during winter months.  Water easily freezes 
in water bowls limiting water consumption.  
So always remove ice from water bowls and 
replace with fresh water.

The January 2016 Spay and Neuter clinic has 
been filled, if you still would like to have your 
pet Spayed and Neutered there will be more 
clinics scheduled for 2016.  We are looking 
for volunteers to help with the Spay and 
Neuter clinics, if you would like to volunteer 
for a couple hours or for the day contact Isleta 
Animal Control at (505) 869-7564. 

Isleta Animal Control would like to remind 
pet owners of the Pueblo of Isleta Animal 
Ordinance.  Here are a few sections of the 
Pueblo of Isleta Animal Control Ordinance 
and some of the violations that are being 
seen and reported. Please remember these 
ordinances are in place to protect visitors, 
family, friends and pets. They read as follows:

Sec.3E: Proper Care and Maintenance- It 
is the responsibility of the owner to provide 
adequate shelter, fresh food, and water to 
their animals at all times and a clean living 
environment. Clean water must be available 
and accessible at all times. Owners are also 
responsible to provide adequate veterinary 
care for an injured or sick animal. Depending 
on the severity or condition of an animal, could 
lead to criminal charges being filed for Animal 
Neglect and or Cruelty under this ordinance. 
Sec.3F: Running at Large- No animal is 
allowed to run at large, roam or create a 
nuisance on another person’s property or 
public areas of the Pueblo. All animals must 
be within the control of their owner, confined 
or physically restrained in a manner that it 
cannot escape. First offense for an animal 
running at large will result in a $25.00 fine. 
Second offense will result in a $50.00 fine. 
Third offense will result in a $100.00 fine. Four 
or more violations will result in being cited for 
“Nuisance Animals” as well as a petition will 
be filed in court to have the animal removed 
from its owner.

Sec.3G: Animals Must be on a Leash: All 
animals accompanying/following their owners 
off their property must remain on a leash at all 
times. The leash must be affixed to the animal 
by a properly fitted collar or body harness. 
It must in control of their owner at all times. 
The first violation will result in a warning. A 
fine of $50.00 will be assessed for a second 
violation. A $100.00 fine will be assessed 
for third violation. Subsequent violations will 
result in criminal charges under Section 8B of 
this Ordinance. 

The Pueblo of Isleta Animal Control Ordinance 
can be viewed at www.isletapueblo.com/
animal-control.html or if you would like a 
copy of the Pueblo of Isleta Animal Control 
Ordinance feel free to come by the Isleta 
Animal Control office at 06 Sagebrush St. or 
contact the office at (505) 869-7564.

ANIMAL CONTROL Join the Pueblo of Isleta Workforce!
The Pueblo of Isleta offers a wide range of career 
opportunities with competitive salaries and excellent 
benefits. Search the current career opportunities and 
apply todayl

Career Opportunities

(505) 869-7584 Office
(505) 869-7579 Fax

poiemployment@isletapueblo.com

Pueblo of Isleta
Human Resources

P.O. Box 1270
Isleta, NM 87022

Pueblo of Isleta Application Process
Interested persons who meet the minimum 
qualifications must submit a completed signed 
Pueblo of Isleta Employment Application. A 
resume may be submitted with the application 
but not in lieu of.

Contact A POI Recruiter Today! 
      

             Pattie Jojola Myra Garro
          (505) 869-7587 (505) 869-9792
poi70106@isletapueblo.com poi07001@isletapueblo.corn

Up to the minute Position Postings and Employment Applications may be obtained from the 
Career Opportunity Webpage at: http://www.isletapueblo.com/careers.html

Location

Comanche Ranch
Elder Center
Elder Center
Elder Center
Headstart
Headstart
Headstart
Headstart
Headstart
Headstart
Health Center
Health Center
Health Center
Health Center
Health Center
Health Center
Housing Authority
Housing Authority
Housing Authority
Housing Authority
Isleta Business Corporation
Isleta Business Corporation
Isleta Business Corporation 
Police Department
Police Department
POI Elementary School
POI Elementary School
POI Elementary School
Public Services
Public Services
Public Services
Public Services
Recreation Center
Recreation Center
Treasury
Tribal Court

Position Posting

Ranch Hand (Seasonal)
Home Chores/Retro Fit Worker (Part-Time)
Personal Care Service Aide
Veteran Support Service Program Member
Child Care Provider
Data Clerk
Disabilities Coordinator
Early Head Start Teacher I
Health Coordinator
Nutritionist Coordinator
Dental Assistant
EMT Paramedic (3-Positions)
EMT Intermediate (4 Positions)
Physical Therapist
Physician
Registered Nurse
Carpenter (Two Positions)
HVAC Technician
Laborer (2 Positions)
Plumber
IBC Board Member
Line Cook
Sales Associate
Police Captain
Police Officer
Elementary Teacher
School Nurse (Part-Time)
Teacher — Computer
Animal Control Officer
Pipe Layer/Laborer (2 YR Appointment)
Septic Truck Driver
Wildland Law Enforcement Officer
Lifeguard (Regular Part-Time)
Massage Therapist - RE-ADVERTISED
Grants Coordinator
Associate Judge

Closing Date

Continuously Accepting Applications 
Open Until Filled
Continuously Accepting Applications 
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
12/22/2015
Continuously Accepting Applications 
Continuously Accepting Applications 
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Continuously Accepting Applications 
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
Open Until Filled
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The St. Augustine Religious Education Program held its Annual Christmas Program, "Nativity of the Lord," on the afternoon of 
December 20, 2015, with all children in the religious program participating.

St. Augustine

Valencia High School’s students show their compassionate nature by participating in the community and giving their time to others 
on Sunday, December 13, 2015, with some dedicated and caring State Champion Softball and Baseball Players in the Backpacks for 
Patients event at Presbyterian Hospital.
Mr. Mike Tapia, Department Chair & Junior Class Counselor at Valencia High School, personally donated and funded this event with 
the assistance of a $200 donation from Wal-Mart as well as a $200 donation from the Pueblo of Isleta.

The backpacks were filled with books, slippers, toys, clothes appropriate for hospital wear, school supplies such as pencils, paper, 
markers and other essential items.  The Girls State Championship team filled backpacks and split into two groups.  They then went 
room to room visiting and handing the backpacks to the pediatric patients.  One of the caring softball players is from the Isleta Pueblo, 
Stephanie Reid, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Reid.  
Mike Tapia, counselor, founded this wonderful event last year with the support and assistance of other VHS teachers and staff.  In 
attendance at the event were Ben Analla, Title Seven Indian Education, Frank Beyerl, Coach, Jeff Young, Head Softball Coach, Danielle 
Taylor, Registrar, Jerry Taylor, Coach and Jennifer Trujillo, Financial Specialist.  Valerie S. Otero, Director of Federal Programs, 
Administration Darian Jaramillo Staff Principal, Manessa Padilla and Albert Aragon Assistant Principals who were all also very 
supportive in the Backpacks for Patients event.
Congratulations to the Valencia High School Girls Softball Team for winning the 2015 State Championship and thank you to all who 
took part in the Backpacks for Patients Event.  Your efforts and success deserve to commended.    

Valencia High School
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PUEBLO OF ISLETA PUBLIC LIBRARY
Well, it’s a New Year and possibly a “new you” but in the meantime let the W9 scavenger hunt 
begin.  However, should you be creating the “new you”, keep in mind the Library has a vast amount 
of FREE resources ranging from music, fitness DVDs, self-help books (cooking, relationships, 
peace and mind, etc…)

LIBRARY NEWS
The Library will be closed on the following 
days. Be sure to jot this down on your 
calendar(s) or come into the Library and 
pick up one of our calendar of events. Sorry 
for the inconvenience this may cause.
Closed:  January 1st, New Year’s Day. 
Closed from 8:00am-12:00pm: January 6th 
for our monthly staff meeting.
Closed: January 18th for Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 
The newsletter deadline for the February 
newsletter will be on Thursday, January 
21 at 4:30pm. If you have any questions or 
concerns please call the Library at 505-869-
9808 or email at poi02002@isletapueblo.
com and we will be happy to answer your 
questions. 
This has been a busy but exciting year for 
the Library. We have some exciting news to 
share with you all. Your Library, the Pueblo 
of Isleta Public Library was recognized as 
a 5-Star Library in America. We received 
this award this year along with three other 
Libraries in New Mexico: Estancia Public 
Library (Estancia, NM), Fred Macaron 
Library (Springer, New Mexico); Tularosa 
Public Library (Tularosa, New Mexico). We 
would like to thank you for your continued 
support of the Library and our programs. 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Library Aide, Diane Abeita, has created a 
“16 and over coloring contest” here at the 
Library as we have noticed that more and 
more adults are printing coloring pages.  
Upon researching this new craze, we have 
discovered that many adults are doing this 
for both therapeutic and hobby reasons.  
Therefore, we have purchased a few adult 
coloring books which are more detailed 
than those for children so you flip through 
to select which pages you would like a 
Xerox copy of.  The coloring contest will 
start on Monday, January 4 and will end on 
Thursday, February 4.  1st place will be $15 
Starbucks Gift card, 2nd place Starbucks 
Gift card, and 3rd place a $5 Starbucks 
Gift card.  Coloring pages must be selected 
from our newly purchased coloring books 
mentioned earlier in the paragraph.  All 
entries must be submitted by February 4 
and will be displayed for the General Public 
to vote on.  For more information please call 
Diane here at the Library 505.869.9808. 
Since our first Manga Book Club was 
successful, we have decided to continue on 
with another 3 week reading club.  Instead 
of just reading the books, Cheyenne has 
selected three East Asian Cuisines to 
create on during the second meeting of the 
week.  This Manga Book Club will start on 
Tuesday, January 12 and will conclude on 
Thursday, February 4.  Group discussions 
will be on Tuesday and Thursday of each 
week from 5:30 – 6:30pm.  This program 
is open to the first 10 participants ages 10 
years and up.  Please call Cheyenne at the 
Library (505.869.9808) to sign up.
With the success of our food programs we 
have created a twelve month food program 
geared towards adults every month. Since 

the New Year is among us and this is the 
time of year people start making New 
Year’s Resolutions of eating healthy or 
losing weight, therefore we want to help out 
a little. Our first food program will be on 
the topic of healthy smoothies and infused 
water. This will take place on Wednesday 
January 27th from 5:00pm-6:30pm. Library 
Staff members Tara and Valeri will lead 
this program and provide information and 
books on staying healthy and reviewing the
health benefits of fruits and vegetables. 
Come and taste test smoothies and infused 
waters that will hopefully help in your goals 
and resolutions of weight loss or making a 
healthy lifestyle change. Unfortunately we 
are not health professionals but we have 
the resources here to find information that 
will be useful for you, which is our main 
goal. This program is open to the first 10 
adults 18 and over. Sign-ups will start on 
January 4th. For more information please 
call the Library and speak with Tara or 
Valeri 505.869.9808.  

RECAP OF PROGRAMS
Library staff member Valeri hosted our 
DIY Adult program held on December 3rd 
with 10 adults whom brought additional 
family members making it a family event.  
Valeri showed participants how to make a 
candy serving tray made out of peppermint 
candies and pecan turtle clusters made of 
Rolos, pecans and pretzels. Thank you to 
those who participated and joined us and 
took home a special treat to share with your 
families. 
Library staff member Cheyenne hosted our 
DIY Children’s program held on December 
3rd with 7 participants including families 
and parents. Cheyenne read the book,” The 
Great Reindeer Rebellion “ by Lisa Trutkoff 
Trumbauen. Then participants made candy 
sleighs out of candy canes, kit kats, and 

Hershey bars and glued them all together 
for a sleigh to take home. Everyone had a 
great time!

Our first Stuffed Animal Sleep Over was 
held on December 4th and 5th  open to all 
ages and types of stuffed animals. We had 
a total of 15 participants with 15 different 
stuffed animals who stayed at the Library 
overnight. When participants arrived they 
cut out a piece of fabric for a blanket for 
their stuffed animals, After they made 
their blankets they made a name tag which 
provided information the owner’s name, the 
stuffed animal’s name and their bedtime. 
Tara read the book called, “Elf on the 
Shelf “ by Carol V. Aebersold.  Participants 
received a book called Ira Sleeps Over 
and received a copy of the Stuffed Animal 
Sleepover adventure video which occurred 
overnight at the Library. What did the 
stuffed animals do while everyone was 
away? We have our video posted on the 
Library’s Facebook page: www.facebook.
com/IsletaPuebloLibrary/ or you can find 
it on our YouTube Channel: https://www.
youtube.com/user/poiLibrary. 
We hosted our annual Santa Pictures on 
December 8th. This year our theme was 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” with our 
background consisting of Snoopy, his house 
and Charlie Brown.  We still have a few 
family photos here at the Library so be sure 
to stop by and pick them up.  Attached are a 
few pictures from the event.  Enjoy.
Cheyenne hosted a two night water coloring 
program for adults on December 9th & 
10th.  During the first night, participants 
were taught water coloring techniques, 
the differences between brushes, created a 
color wheel.  Many of the participants were 
surprised when the water color came in 
a tube and not the dried up paints which 
we used in elementary school.  The main 
complaint was that there was not enough 
time for them to finish their second and 
third paintings.  Overall, they all had fun 
and had a positive experience.  

Some participants with their “friends” at the Stuffed Animal Sleepover prior to the 
reading of Elf on a Shelf story.

Participants of the Adult DIY Candy Tray.

Participants of the Youth DIY 
Candy Sleigh.
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Family Photo with Santa at the Library Sibling Santa photo taken at the Library.

Before schools started their Winter Breaks, 
we at the Library had a Holiday fun day 
for the students enrolled in our Homework 
Help Program on Wednesday, December 
16.  The Library staff prepared a spaghetti 
dinner and salad for them.  We had enough 
food to feed the parents of the students as 
well.  Each student was also given a well 
thoughtful gift bag full of toys.  Hopefully, 

they enjoyed the day of fun at the Library.
On Friday, December 18 the Library 
participated in the Isleta Police 
Department’s, “Reaching for the Stars” 
event held at the Isleta Recreation Center.  
Selected youth and parents from the 
community were selected for Christmas 
gifts and a nice warm holiday meal.   The 
youth took pictures with Santa which 
were printed by Pueblo’s Management 
Information System (MIS) Department.  
The Library had a two table station where 
the youth and families could create a foam 
picture frame for the Santa photos.  It 
was heartwarming to witness the parents 
helping their children with their picture 
frames.  We had fun at the event and hope 
to be invited for next year’s event.

The month of December marked the last of 
our six month Lego Club Program here at our 
Library.  At first the program was a success 
with more children and parents then we 
projected that would attend.  However, our 
number dropped as it reached its six month 
test run.  With that said, we will move on 
from Lego Club and start thinking about 
something else to fill that void.  Participants 
of our last Lego Club enjoyed a free hour 
of free play with the Legos, then took a 15 
minute restroom break before giving the 
challenge of creating their own car.  Once 
each participant completed their cars, they 
got to share their creation with the others, 
similar to a show and tell.  Perhaps, one 
day we will revisit the Lego Club should 
you the general public request us to do so.
Like last year, the Library hosted a 
Countdown to Noon event for families to 
enjoy.  This was geared toward the youth 
whom are unable to make it to the midnight 
on New Year’s Eve and for parents whom 
have to work on New Year’s Eve that are 
unable to enjoy the festivities with their 
children.  The event consisted of dancing 
(Na-Na & Drake’s Hotline) and various 
other games.  At noon we ended with a 
balloon drop which the children loved so 
much that they took the balloons home 
along with their 2016 party favors.  Look 
for our highlight video clip of the event on 
our Facebook and YouTube pages.

Last year, Tribal Member, Martha Lucero 
donated approximately 50 unpainted 
ceramic Christmas ornaments to the 
Library’s Homework Help Program 
students.  Therefore, our students got to 
select their ornament of choice and painted 
it while waiting for the parents to come 
for them.  Thank you, Martha Lucero for 
providing our students with a Christmas 
memory by painting their own Christmas 
tree ornament. 

Pueblo of Isleta Public Library
Hours of Operation:

Mon-Thurs - 8:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Friday-  8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday- 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Closed on Sundays, all federally 
recognized holidays and also Isleta 
traditional Holidays. 
Please contact library for more information 
on closures.
Mailing and Physical Address:
950 Moonlight Drive
Albuquerque, NM 87105
Phone: (505)-869-9808
Fax: 505-869-8119
Email: poi02002@isletapueblo.com
Facebook Page:
www.facebook.com/IsletaPuebloLibrary 
Web Address:
www.isletapueblo.com/library2.html
YouTube:www.youtube.com/user/
poilibrary

A participant of the Adult Water
Coloring Program.

Brother & sister enjoying their spaghetti 
meal at the Library’s Homework Help 

Christmas event.

Some of the Homework Help students painting Christmas Ornaments which were 
donated by POI Tribal Member Martha Lucero.  
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Just J.O.M.
YOUR ONE STOP FOR ALL JOHNSON-O’MALLEY 
NEWS AND EVENTS

Headlines in JOM
Happy New Year!!

We hope that you had a wonderful break and ready 
to start the New Year!

School Fee Reimbursements 
Friendly reminder that the JOM program will be 
providing reimbursements for the 2016 spring 
semester for any lab fees, PE uniforms, band 
instruments and pre-AP classes.  There is a 60 
day time frame from the 1st day of the beginning 
of the 2nd semester of school to turn in receipts for 
reimbursement.  

Tutoring
We are half way through the school year, if your 
student is in need of extra support in school JOM 
will be reopening tutoring in January.  For more 
information please contact our Academic Coach, 
Lisa Smith (505) 869-9810

River of Lights
Our Kindergarten - 6th grade JOM students were 
able to get into the holiday spirit by attending our 
River of Lights field trip.  The students took in 
over 500 twinkling light displays while drinking 
hot chocolate and listening to Christmas Carolers 
singing in the background.

Tamale Making
Our JOM families were able to participate in the 
holiday tradition of making tamales this month. 
Students and parents followed the recipe carefully 
and left with delicious tamales for a holiday meal.  

Literacy Night
‘Twas the weeks before Christmas, when all through 
the classroom JOM students gathered to select five 
books of their choice to read over the holiday break. 
Students also received presents and stockings from 
Santa. 

Cliff’s Magical Christmas
Our 7th -12th grade JOM students were able to 
ride the stunning Christmas tree at Cliff’s Magical 
Christmas field trip.  Students stayed warm by 
drinking hot chocolate taking in the sparkling lights.

Johnson O’Malley Program 505-869 9810






