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Isleta Pueblo News
Maguwam,
Spring is here as we approach into the month of April. 
As we enter into another farming and fire season, 
we would like to remind you to be cautious and burn 
your weeds responsibly to ensure the safety of our 
community. 
Governor and Lieutenants met with Representative 
Stansbury to discuss the Pueblo’s priorities and federal 
funding updates. Staff from Representative Vasquez’s 
Office joined this meeting. We are appreciative that 
the Representative and staff made time to discuss 
these important issues in-person at the Pueblo.  
The Administration has been actively engaged 
with the New Mexico legislative session, tracking a 
number of bills to ensure that the Pueblo’s interests 
are advanced through State legislation. Some of 
the priorities for this session include capital outlay 
funding, education, child welfare, and a key MRGCD 
voting bill. The session ends on March 22nd. At the end 
of the month, the Isleta Transportation Department 
and I will be meeting with NMDOT Secretary Ricky 
Serna to discuss the Pueblo’s ongoing transportation 
projects and priorities.
I would also like to inform you that we are planning 
a community meeting to occur in April. Keep a look 
out for the postings of date and time around the 
community bulletin boards. 
Last, I want to send my condolences to the families of 
those who have lost their family members during the 
month of March.
Ha-Wuh,
Governor Eugene Jiron 
Pueblo of Isleta

Governor’s Report

The ancestral Tiwa pueblo of Pottery Mound is a unique place. 
It is the largest pueblo ruin along the Rio Puerco. The site was 
first studied in the 1950s and 60s by archaeologists from the 
University of New Mexico (UNM). In December 2012, UNM 
transferred ownership of Pottery Mound to Isleta Pueblo. Since 
then, the Isleta Cultural and Historic Preservation Department 
(CHPD) has undertaken several projects to understand how the 
pueblo came into being, how long it was occupied, and how its 
inhabitants utilized the landscape around them.
Archaeologists first 
thought that Pottery 
Mound was abandoned 
in the 1400s, but recent 
work by the CHPD has 
revealed that people 
were living at the 
pueblo much later than 
that. Ceramic sherds 
can be dated by their forms, styles, clays, and tempers. Most 
of the ceramics at Pottery Mound date to the 1200s, 1300s, 
and 1400s, but in the eastern and northern parts of the pueblo, 
sherds dating from the 1500s to early 1600s have been found. 
These later ceramics are fewer in number, indicating that the site 
was still occupied at the time the first Spaniards (the Coronado 
Expedition) arrived in 1540-42, but that fewer people were living 
there than during the pueblo’s heyday 100 to 200 years earlier.
Over the last few years, archaeologists from the Isleta CHPD 
have uncovered 80 pieces of metal at Pottery Mound, including 
dozens of armor fragments (Fig. 1), hand-forged nails, 

several lead balls, 
and a possible 
trigger fragment 
of a matchlock 
arquebus (Fig. 2). 
Despite their small 
size, these artifacts 
are important 
because they 
show that at some 

point, probably between 1540 and 1600, one or more groups of 
Spaniards visited Pottery Mound. Those Spaniards must have 
met the people who were then still living at the pueblo.

From what is known about Spanish expeditions of the 1500s, 
the Spaniards at Pottery Mound were likely from the Coronado 
Expedition of 1540-42, or members of two smaller expeditions 
who came through Tiwa territory in the early 1580s. Did the 
Spaniards just stop by the pueblo while traveling somewhere 
else? Did they stay a while? Were they hostile to the people of 
Pottery Mound? Was there any violence that caused the people 
to abandon their pueblo?
Unfortunately, at this point little else is known about the encounter 
(or encounters) between the people of Pottery Mound and the 
Spanish visitors, but there is still a wealth of information to be 
saved and studied at the site. Time is running out for Pottery 
Mound: ongoing erosion from the Rio Puerco threatens to 
destroy the site before its story can be told.
M. Bletzer, E. Thompson

From the Cultural and Historic Preservation Department: 
New Research at Pottery Mound
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
DEADLINE for May Newsletter articles is set for 
Tuesday, April 15, 2025, at 4:30 pm.   Articles may be 
dropped off at the Library or emailed to Nathaniel.Lujan@
isletapueblo.com.  Should you email your article, expect a 
confirmation email.  If you do not receive a confirmation 
email, odds are it never made it to me and then it’s time to 
panic, so call Nate at 505.869.9808.
People who wish to submit an article or flyer are responsible 
for generating their own article or flyer.  Should you need 
help, please call the Library at 505.869.9808 and set up a 
date and time to sit down with a Library staff member who 
will help you throughout the process.  The Library will NOT 
accept notes dropped off at the Library or information over 
the phone to generate your article.
PROBATES need to be published in the Newsletter for 
two consecutive months.  Probates are considered court 
documents, therefore, all submitters must provide: 1) 
Name of Deceased, 2) Date of Deceased 3) Court Case # 
and 4) Date of Court Date.  A Probate form can be found on 
the Newsletter Archive page at  http://www.isletapueblo.
com/newsletters.html .
CLASSIFIED ADS: The new administration has requested 
that the Newsletter start a Classified Ad section for Tribal 
members selling land, houses, mobile homes, vehicles, and 
farm equipment.  Leasing of houses and mobile homes will 
be accepted.  Smaller items which can be sold at the local 
flea markets or weekly yard sales will NOT be accepted.
Currently, this service is FREE to Tribal members.  Land, 
houses, and mobile homes must be within the reservation 
boundaries.  Ads must meet the 160 character limit.  Ads 
that exceed the 160 characters will NOT be submitted into 
the Newsletter.  A single picture may be submitted with 
the ad.  Submitters of classified ads are responsible for 
generating their own ads as this is a FREE service.  
As a reminder, Tribal business owners may submit a small 
flyer at no charge.  Like the classified ads, business owners 
are responsible for generating their own flyers as this is a 
FREE service. 
Classified ads and business flyers will be posted no 
more than two consecutive months.  In the event where 
the Newsletter may exceed the 24-page limit, classified 
ads and business flyers will be “bumped” for newsletter 
articles.  Again, this is a FREE service for Tribal members.
The Isleta Newsletter is owned and operated by the Pueblo 
of Isleta.  Therefore, the Governor of the Pueblo of Isleta 
has the final say of all articles and contents within the 
Isleta Newsletter.
For additional questions, you my call the Library and 
speak with Nate or Diane at 505.869.9808.
Thank you,
Nathaniel Lujan
Newsletters may be found at the fifteen distribution 
locations listed below.  Remember, Digital copies of the 
Newsletter may be obtained from the Newsletter archive 
at http://www.isletapueblo.com/newsletters.html  

The fifteen Newsletter distribution locations are:
1.	 TR 2 & TR 22 - Chical SE of Community Hall
2.	 TR 10 -  Behind the old 47 Sales
3.	 TR 1 & TR 5 – Ranchitos / Bosque Farms 			
	 Reservations Line
4.	 Ranchitos Park
5.	 Post Office - Big Tree
6.	 TR 82 & TR 84 - Teller Road
7.	 TR 78 & TR 82 - Carlos Trujillo Sr.
8.	 TR 90 @ Y - CF Padilla
9.	 Mouse Town Park –
10.	 Health Center – South end of Health
	  Center Parking lot
11.	 Library Sunlight & Moonlight Intersection
12.	 TR 6 - 47 Intersection
13.	 TR 12 - 47 & 147 intersection (Old Smoke & Save)
14.	 TR 71 & TR 54 @ Y - Holiday Robot / Paved Road / 	
	 Railroad Tracks
15.	 TR 45 & TR 40 @ Y - Tata Mel (POI Signage)

Los Lunas High School Class of 1965 60th 
Reunion,Announced

The event will be simple: visit with all those old buddies from 
school days, share a great meal, maybe win some prizes 
and remember those who can no longer be with us for this 
reunion. We also hope to host a couple of special events 
with whoever might be interested the next day Sunday, 
details to come later.
Time: May 3, 2025, starting at 5 pm until 8 pm
Place: Black Angus restaurant, 2290 Wyoming Blvd NE, 
Albuquerque NM 87112
Fellow classmates, don't miss this if at all possible! Deadline 
to contact us with your name and current address, phone 
number and email address is April 1st 2025. Contact RJ at 
llhsclassof65@yahoo.com ASAP.

Goodwill Goodjobs!  Serving Albuquerque south valley/
Isleta Pueblo, and Valencia County
We offer individual free assistance with job search, interview 
skills, and resume assistance.

Contact: Vicki Herring
               Career specialist at 505-944-0289
Vicki Herring
Career Specialist
Goodwill Industries of New Mexico           

vherring@goodwillnm.org   505-944-0289
 or 505-881-6401 x4097
201 Desert Willow Rd, Los Lunas, NM 87031
www.Goodwillit.org  
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Bandelier National Monument is currently 
hiring for 2 interns at Bandelier National Monument, 
a 26-week paid opportunity that individuals 18-30 
years old (up to 35 for military veterans) who are able 
to learn the trade of stone masonry from National 
Park Service Staff. This is a no experience required/
necessary program! Would you be able to help 
share the opportunity? We also highly encourage 
individuals from associated tribes/pueblos and 
communities of Bandelier to apply! Please reach out 
to me directly for questions about this opportunity! 
Elahkwa/Asquali for your time.
Kiana Etsate-Gashytewa

G.I.D
Handyman services

Remolding ● Roof Repairs
● Painting interior/exterior 

● Flooring wood/vinyl
● Fence work/repairs
● Build dog houses

Give me a call anytime
Ben 505-285-0327

Isleta Pueblo News
Editor:
   Nathaniel Lujan
Asst. Editor:
   Diane Abeita
Published By: 
   Valencia  Express
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TRUANCY
Happy Spring time, families!
We hope you have adjusted to the spring forward time 
change. With spring forward, it’s time to enjoy longer 
evenings. We know that many of you look forward 
to the start of Little League as many of you have 
children that play. We hope your spring break was 
fun and relaxing.
The Truancy Department was happy to take part in the 
Department of Education’s Family Night at Explora. 
It was wonderful to see all that attended with their 
families enjoying the activities that Explora has and 
the lei making that DOE provided. There were many 
fun projects to see and partake in as the evening was 
in full swing.  Thank you to all of the families who 
joined us and a big thank you as well, to the partners 
and service providers who we all work collaboratively 
with.  
As you are aware the, the Pueblo of Isleta has adopted 
a new Truancy Attendance for Success Law. The 
Truancy Department has been sending notification 
letters to parents more frequently. Most of the issues 
that we have discovered after talking with parents, is 
that children do not turn in their excuse notes to the 
school’s attendance office. When your child is absent 
and returns back to school, please be sure to ask your 
child if the excuse note was turned in so that the 
absences don’t add up. Also please keep in mind that 
the Los Lunas Public School District has a “Report 
an Absence” link on their individual school pages.  
Please use the link, as it reports and updates student 
attendance as soon as it is submitted. The schools 
will still accept parent/doctor notes, emails and phone 
calls for any absences, but it is the responsibility of 
the parent/guardian to contact your child’s school 
attendance office.
The Pueblo of Isleta’s new Attendance for Success Law 
states as follows:
Third Absence (3rd)

Upon determining that a child has three (3) 
unexcused absences, parent will be notified; first 
notification letter will be sent to the address on file. 
Truancy Coordinator shall inform parent/guardian 
of the potential consequences of any additional 
unexcused absences.

Sixth Absence (6th) 
Upon determining that a child has six (6) unexcused 
absences, parent will be notified immediately. 
Five (5) business days after the child’s parent is 
contacted, an attendance review conference shall 
be scheduled and conducted; child and parent will 
then enter into an Attendance Contract.  

Tenth Absence (10th) 
Upon determining that a child has ten (10) 
unexcused absences and continues to accumulate 
unexcused absences, (within a school semester), 
and/or the parent has not contacted the Truancy 
Department to schedule an attendance conference, 
the Truancy Department shall recommend that a 
truancy petition be filed in Tribal Court.  
** Please note that if you have received a second 
notification letter, (6-Day notification), you must 
contact our office to schedule a meeting. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to the Truancy 
Department if you have any questions or concerns as 
to any letters you receive or if you need assistance with 
any attendance issues your child may be experiencing; 
we are here to help assist you and to ensure positive 
outcomes in your child’s educational success. 
Thank you,
Truancy Department  
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Pueblo of Isleta 
Career Opportunities

ASSISTANT PUBLIC DEFENDER		  Public Defender		  Open Until Filled

ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL I		  Legal			   Open Until Filled

CAREGIVER				    Assisted Living Facility	 Open Until Filled

COOK I					     Assisted Living Facility	 Open Until Filled

COOK I					     Head Start		  Open Until Filled
	
CUSTODIAN				    Public Works		  Open Until Filled
 
DATA CLERK/ADMINISTRATIVE		  Transportation Services	 Open Until Filled
 ASSISTANT Ill
 
DISPATCHER I or II				   Police Department		  Open Until Filled

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, IPHA		  lsleta Pueblo Housing	 Open Until Filled
					     Authority
 
FIREFIGHTER				    Fire Department		  Open Until Filled
	
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE		  Public Works		  Open Until Filled
WORKER	

HEAD START STAFF ASSISTANT		  Head Start		  Open Until Filled

HEALTH COORDINATOR			   Head Start		  Open Until Filled

HOME CARE ATTENDANT		  Elder Center		  Open Until Filled

HUMAN RESOURCES 			   Human Resources	 Open Until Filled
ADMINISTRATOR	

HUMAN RESOURCES RECRUITER	 Human Resources	 Open Until Filled

ICWA COORDINATOR			   Social Services		  Open Until Filled

INVESTIGATOR				    Police Department	 Open Until Filled

IRRIGATION & LANSDCAPE		  Parks & Recreation	 Open Until Filled
TECHNICIAN	

LIFEGUARD ASSISTANT			   Parks & Recreation	 Open Until Filled

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN I, II or Ill	 Public Works		  Open Until Filled

NURSE PRACTITIONER			   Health Services		  Open Until Filled

PARKS MAINTENANCE WORKER		 Parks & Recreation	 Open Until Filled

PERSONAL CARE SERVICE AIDE		 Elder Center		  Open Until Filled

PLUMBER				    Public Works		  Open Until Filled

POLICE LIEUTENANT			   Police Department	 Open Until Filled
 
POLICE SERGEANT			   Police Department	 Open Until Filled
 					     Open Space

POLICE OFFICER I			   Police Department	 Open Until Filled

POLICE OFFICER II			   Police Department	 Open Until Filled

PUBLIC SAFETY AIDE			   Police Department	 Open Until Filled

RECREATION ASSISTANT (12		  Parks & Recreation	 Open Until Filled
Positions)
 
RECREATION LEAD			   Parks & Recreation	 Open Until Filled
 
STATE-TRIBAL IFPA COORDINATOR	 Social Services		  Open Until Filled
 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUNSELOR	 Health Services		  Open Until Filled

SYP - WEED & LITTER			   Parks & Recreation	 Open Until Filled

TRANSPORTATION ENGINEER		  Transportation Services	 Open Until Filled

TRIBAL COUNCIL ADMINISTRATOR	 Tribal Council		  Open Until Filled
 
TRIBAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION	 Cultural & History 	 Open Until Filled
TECHNICIAN				    Preservation
 
VETERAN SUPPORT SERVICE MEMBER	  Elder Center		  Open Until Filled-	
									         WITHIN

WATER/WWTP OPERATOR I-IV		  Public Works		  Open Until Filled

Position Posting			   Office Location    Closing Date

Homeownership Counselor-lPHA

Albuquerque, NM			  • Non-Exempt

Join our team! Assist homebuyers with applications, inspections, training, 
and counseling. Process payments, handle maintenance reports, and ensure 
compliance. Apply now to make a difference in housing services!

Laborer-lPHA

Albuquerque, NM			  • Non-Exempt

Assist with housing renovations, repairs, and maintenance. Operate 
equipment, handle materials, and support skilled workers. Keep worksites safe 
and organized. Apply today to make a difference!

BANQUET CAPTAIN

Albuquerque, NM			  $15.12 /Hour * Non-Exempt

Provide exceptional guest service, coordinate events, oversee billing, and 
ensure smooth operations. Support staff, promote positive experiences, and 
maintain high standards. Apply today to make an impact!

FOOD ATTENDANT {BEVERAGE)

Albuquerque, NM			  $13.87 /Hour * Non-Exempt

EXPEDITOR (Ristra)

Albuquerque, NM			  $14.87 /Hour *  Non-Exempt

Ensure timely, accurate food service, assist guests, maintain cleanliness, and 
uphold service standards. Apply today to be part of our team!

BUSSER

Albuquerque, NM	  		  $11.50 /Hour *  Non-Exempt

Maintain cleanliness, assist with table resets, and provide excellent guest 
service. Apply today to make a difference in our dining experience!

GROUNDSKEEPER

Albuquerque, NM  		  $14.62 /Hour *  Non-Exempt
	
Join our team! Maintain beautiful golf course grounds, operate equipment, 
assist with landscaping projects, and provide excellent guest service. Apply 
today to help create a welcoming environment at Isleta Golf Club!

CUSTODIAN

Albuquerque, NM			  $14.62 /Hour *  Non-Exempt

Ensure a clean and welcoming environment by maintaining customer areas, 
restrooms, and gaming areas. Provide excellent guest service while promoting 
safety and cleanliness. Apply today to make a difference!

PROMOTIONS MANAGER

Albuquerque, NM			  $72172.03 /Year * Exempt

1195

BARTENDER

Albuquerque, NM			  $10.50 /Hour  *  NonExempt   
	

Mix and serve alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages to guests 21+, handle 
cash, and provide excellent service in a clean, efficient bar environment. Apply 
today!

COOK

Albuquerque, NM			   $15.12 Hour *  Non-Exempt

Join our vibrant team as a cook. You’ll prepare and cook delicious meals, 
understand and follow recipes, and maintain kitchen cleanliness.

FOOD ATTENDANT

Albuquerque, NM			  $13.87 Hour *  Non-Exempt

Become a Food Attendant! Facilitate smooth setup, prepare delicious meals, 
and deliver exceptional food service.

SUPERVISOR F & B

Albuquerque, NM			  $20.31 Hour *  Non-Exempt

Oversees dining operations, ensures exceptional service, managers staff, and 
enhances guest experiences.

Job Postings
Fax: 505-244-8232 Visit us online at http://
www.isleta.com/career-opportunities.aspx
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The Public Works Department will be busy 
with projects through the year, we ask you 
to please be careful when traveling in these 
areas and watch out for the construction 
crew and equipment.
•  Eastside Drinking Water   			 
    Infrastructure

Chical Well (TR 10)

	 Lobumtee Well (TR12)

o	 Construction for Lobumtee and 
Chical Wellhouses are underway along 
with transmission lines from the new 
well locations to the existing water 
storage tanks.

• Project to be completed by the end 
of the year

● Eastside Sewer Collection Systems
o	 Project is to provide all residents 
and buildings on the Eastside of the Rio 
Grande from South of the Tribal Complex 
to the Bosque Farms and Peralta 
reservation lines will be connected to a 
sewage collection system

o	 The sewage collection lines 
will connect to the existing Eastside 
treatment facility, which has enough 
capacity to handle the expected sewage. 
Preliminary design includes an E-1 
pump system to be installed at each 
home, with piping connecting the E-1 
unit to the main collection line; then lift 
stations as needed to pump the sewage to 
the treatment facility. Abandonment of 
existing septic systems at each residence 
and electrical upgrades will occur as 
necessary.

● Westside Wastewater Treatment 		
   Plant

o	 Project is to expand the existing 
plant to handle an additional 200,000 
gallons of flow per day at the Westside 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, located on 
TR100.

• Project in currently in design    
phase

 ● Los Padillas Tank and Well 			 
   Construction

o	  A new well has been drilled near TR 
82 and Hwy 314, with a future elevated 
200,000- gallon water storage tank to be 
constructed on the same property. A new 
well house will also be constructed on 
the site in the near future.
o	 Electrical upgrades, such as 3 phase 
power will also be completed from NM 
314 to the Well House site.
o	 The elevated water storage tank 
will provide consistent water pressures 
throughout the area, which is a much 
needed improvement.
o	 Once the well and elevated tank are 
completed, the old well located on TR 90 
will be properly abandoned.
If you have questions, please call the 
Public Works office at 505-869-5170.

UPDATES FROM PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
 PROJECTS UPDATES
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Fish Tissue Sampling Study
Environment Department recently received laboratory results 
from a fish tissue sampling study conducted to assess potential 
contaminants in local fish populations. Two species – channel 
catfish and a largemouth bass were collected and analyzed at the 
New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) labs in November 
2024. The purpose of the study was to identify the presence 
and concentration of key contaminants including: mercury 
(methylmercury), polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), selenium, 
and DDT. Results were evaluated against established screening 
levels outlined in the US EPA’s Guidance for Assessing Chemical 
Contaminant Data for Use in Fish Advisories.

Pueblo of Isleta Environment Department

POI Environment Department staff with EPA Region 6 
staff seining for fish south of the Isleta Diversion Dam.

POI Environmental Technicians Kyle Aguilar and Heaven 
Lucero with a largemouth bass caught by Heaven. (Heaven 

is definitely not nervous in this photo)

Collection Methods and Collaboration
To obtain the fish samples, a combination of seining and 
hook-and-line fishing techniques were used. This effort was 
accomplished with the assistance of EPA Region 6 staff and 
a few folks from UNM’s Department of Biology, who provided 
expertise in sampling methods and fish handling. The 
captured fish were carefully stored and transported to NMED 
laboratories, where they were preserved until laboratory 
testing could be performed.

Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs):
•	 Channel catfish has a lower PCB level, allowing for up to 
8 meals per month.
•	 Largemouth bass has high PCB levels, limiting 
consumption to 3 meals per month.
•	 Recommendation: Those concerned about PCB exposure 
should moderate their consumption of largemouth bass.

Methylmercury:
•	 Channel catfish contained 0.26 ppm, allowing up to 3 
meals per month.
•	 Largemouth bass contains 0.21 ppm, allowing for up to 4 
meals per month.
•	 Recommendation: Limit meals accordingly, especially 
sensitive groups such as pregnant women and young children.

Selenium & DDT
•	 Both species contain unrestricted selenium level (>16 
meals/month)
•	 DDT levels are also low, allowing unrestricted 
consumption.
•	 Recommendation: No restrictions based on selenium or 
DDT.

Conclusion
Fishing and eating local fish can be safe if done with awareness. 
Following recommended meal limits, choosing safer preparation 
methods, and considering sensitive groups could help protect 
your health. For more information, please call Pueblo of Isleta 
Environment Department at 505-869-9814.
“According to the New Mexico Environment Department’s 
December 2023 Fish Consumption Advisories, mercury and 
PCBs have been detected in fish from the Rio Grande for years, 
leading to ongoing consumption advisories. These contaminants 
have been consistently present in species such as channel catfish 
and largemouth bass, reinforcing the importance of following 
recommended meal limits (NMED 2023).”
For more information on fish consumption advisories for the 
State of New Mexico please visit this website: https://www.env.
nm.gov/surface-water-quality/fish-consumption-advisories/  
Current fish advisory (as of February 2025) visit this link: 
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/wp-content/
uploads/sites/18/2025/02/2024-Advisory-chart-ES.pdf 

What to do if you find a used needle outdoors

People, especially children, must never touch 
or pick up needles found on the ground. 
Discarded needles can be harmful. Needles 
or hypodermic needles are also known as 
syringes or sharps.

Cleaning up discarded needles must be done carefully to 
protect human health and the environment.

If a used or discarded needle is found on Isleta tribal land, 
please call Isleta Police Dispatch at 869-3030 to report the 
location so that a qualified tribal employee can safely collect 
and dispose of the discarded needle.

Individuals who use needles for insulin shots or other 
medical uses are expected to dispose of their used needles 
appropriately in sharps containers that individuals have to 
purchase themselves. 
An exclamation mark within a triangular border is the 
international symbol for caution. Always exercise caution if you 
see a discarded needle.
If you have any questions about this article, please contact 
Environment Department at 869-7565.
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Happy April: 
Where did this school year go? We’re now 
into the final two months, and it’s time for 
our students to finish strong! We believe in 
you, and we know you can do it!
We’ve been working closely with Shannon 
Romero, the APS Native American Liaison, 
to meet with Isleta High School students. 
So far, we’ve had the opportunity to visit Rio 
Grande, West Mesa, and Atrisco Heritage, 
and we’re excited to continue our outreach 
as we plan to meet with the rest of the 
schools in April and May—stay tuned for 
more updates! During these visits, we are 
checking in with students on their academic 
progress and reminding them that we are 
here to support them with any academic 
resources they may need. We’re committed 
to ensuring all students have the tools and 
support necessary to succeed.
We hope you took advantage of showcasing 
your student during Academic Success 
Week. We want to continue to encourage 
our students to strive for excellence. When 
students show growth or achievement, 
it’s important to celebrate that progress. 
Keeping our students motivated is crucial, 
as it can be hard to regain that drive once 
it’s lost. We hope these academic success 
events help keep our students engaged and 
motivated in their education.
We also recognize that sports play a vital 
role in keeping students engaged and 
motivated. If you’re involved in a school 
sport, maintaining good grades is essential 
to continuing to play. Remember, without 
good grades, you may lose that opportunity. 
Let’s keep those grades up so you can 
continue to shine in the spring sports you 
love. This goes beyond school sports—
whether you’re involved in the community 
or club sports, keeping up with academics 
is key. Learning to balance academics with 
sports at any age is an important skill that 
can lead to success both in school and in the 
sport you enjoy.
Did you know that our department has 
teachers for credit recovery for Los Lunas 
Public School high school students? We 
have two teachers who rotate their days 
after school to assist students with credit 
recovery. Instead of staying after school 
at your school, students can attend at the 
Department of Education (DoE) Monday 
through Thursday, from 3:00 PM to 5:30 
PM. For Los Lunas High School students, 
there’s even a bus stop right next to our 
building!
Students must register for credit recovery 
at their school. The cost is $50.00, which is 
refundable through the JOM program.
If you’ve not yet submitted any 
reimbursements your student is eligible for, 
it’s not too late! Visit our website: https://
www.isletapueblo.com/tribal-programs/
educational-services/10599-2/
Academic Success Team 
Shelly & Nissa
Summer Bridge Programs: 
A reminder to students - applications 
for summer bridge programs are now 
available! Many colleges offer summer 
bridge programs for incoming freshmen, 
providing a valuable opportunity to get a 
head start on your academic journey. To 
find out if your school offers this program, 

reach out directly or research the college 
you plan to attend.
Summer bridge programs are designed to 
help you build essential skills, familiarize 
yourself with campus resources, and get a 
jump on coursework—all while connecting 
with peers. By participating, you’ll not only 
feel more confident going into the semester 
but also experience a smoother transition 
into college life. It’s a fantastic chance 
to strengthen your academic foundation, 
explore new interests, and form lasting 
friendships. Taking part in a summer bridge 
program is a smart way to set yourself up 
for success!

Explora Family Night W/ PDF pics:
The Department of Education would like to 
give a big thank you to everyone and our 
partners that came out to Explora Family 
Night! Your energy, enthusiasm, and 
support made the event truly special. We 
loved seeing so many families come together 
to explore, learn, and have fun!
Stay tuned for more exciting events ahead.

Exploring Math with your Calculator:
The Department of Education is excited to 
announce a hands-on calculator workshop 
scheduled for April 2, 2025. This workshop 
aims to equip students with essential 
skills to maximize the use of calculators in 
learning and problem-solving. Attendees 
will explore various features, functions, and 
strategies to enhance their understanding 
of mathematics. Whether you’re a beginner 
or looking to sharpen your calculator skills, 
this session offers valuable insights for all. 
Graduation Recognition Banquet: 
We invite all high school and college seniors 
to join us for the 2024/2025 Graduation 
Recognition Night! This special event 
will celebrate the hard work, dedication, 
and accomplishments of our graduating 
students. It’s an evening filled with 
honor, excitement, and gratitude as we 
acknowledge your achievements and look

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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forward to the bright futures ahead. Don’t 
miss out on this opportunity to share this 
moment with family, friends, and fellow 
graduates! Please scan the QR code to 
RSVP or copy the following link: https://
isletapueblo.formstack.com/forms/2025 
graduate
Isleta Young Leaders Council: 
We invite members of our community, from 
all ages and backgrounds, to share their 
thoughts and ideas as we move forward 
with our planning stages. Your feedback 
is invaluable to us, and we want to ensure 
that everyone's voice is heard. Please take 
a moment to scan the QR code or visit the 
link provided to offer your input. Your 
perspective matters, and we look forward 
to hearing from you!
From the Department of Education 
Staff: 
As the school year draws to a close, the 
Department of Education would like to 
extend its heartfelt wishes to all students 
as they embark on their final 8-weeks of 
the semester. We recognize the hard work, 
dedication, and perseverance that each 
of you has demonstrated throughout this 
academic year. Whether you’re finishing 
up assignments, preparing for exams, 
or wrapping up projects, know that this 
is a moment to be proud of all you have 
accomplished. To our graduating High 
School and College seniors, we want to 
share this inspiring quote: “The future 
belongs to those who believe in the beauty of 
their dreams.” – Eleanor Roosevelt. As you 
take the next step into your bright futures, 
we encourage you to finish strong, stay 
focused, and keep pushing forward. Best 
of luck in your final stretch, and we look 
forward to seeing all the amazing things 
you’ll achieve in the future!
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Kairos Power Seeks 
Indigenous Artists to Create 

Mural with Clean Energy 
Theme for the Company’s 

Albuquerque Campus
OBJECTIVE: Kairos Power seeks to 
commission an Indigenous artist in New 
Mexico to create a mural that will beautify 
the company’s Manufacturing Development 
Campus in Albuquerque and reflect the 
company’s deep appreciation for the region’s 
history and culture.
LOCATION/CONTEXT: Kairos Power is a 
mission-driven company developing clean-
energy technology at its campus located in 
the Mesa del Sol community. The mural will 
be featured prominently on a wall near the 
facility’s main entrance, welcoming visitors 
and staff alike.
Kairos Power’s mission is to enable the 
world’s transition to clean energy, with the 
ultimate goal of dramatically improving 
people’s quality of life while protecting the 
environment. The company is singularly 
focused on commercializing advanced clean 
energy technology that can be deployed with 
robust safety at an affordable cost in time 
to play a significant role in the fight against 
climate change. 
PROJECT INTENT/THEME: Kairos Power 
aims to collaborate with an Indigenous artist 
to create a mural that represents:

●	   Nature, Native New Mexican 
landscapes, respect for the land, and the 
region's original Peoples.

●	 Environmental stewardship and 
sustainable practices.
●	 The benefits of clean energy in 
advancing quality of life and combating 
climate change.

●	 Collaboration, symbolizing people 
working together to address global 
challenges while honoring the spirit of 
innovation in New Mexico.

The project seeks to highlight the connection 
between clean energy, the local environment, 
and the people of New Mexico, underscoring 
the beauty and harmony of nature and 
technology.
Understanding of the Community
Proposals must demonstrate the artist's 
understanding of and connection to the 
community where the mural will be installed. 
Submissions should reflect an appreciation for 
the location’s heritage, history, and cultural 
significance. Artists are encouraged to 
showcase how their work resonates with the 
area’s identity and its people.
BUDGET: The total commissioned budget is 
$16,000 for the mural.
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: 
Applications must be submitted digitally 
through the online application portal by 
April 15th, 2025, at 11:59 PM Mountain Time.
QUESTIONS/FOLLOW UP: Questions 
about the project may be directed to email: 
arts@kairospower.com with the subject “Call_
mural” and your name. 

Notice of Los Lunas Schools Public Hearing for Part II
of the Application for the Title VI Formula Grant

Los Lunas Schools will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, April 23rd   beginning at 
5:30pm. The meeting will be held at the Los Lunas School’s Teacher Resource Center 
located at 801 Coronado, Los Lunas. The meeting will also be on Zoom. The purpose 
of the meeting will be to discuss and obtain public input regarding the content of Part 
II of the application of the Title VI Formula Grant (supporting Indian Education).  If 
further information is needed, including the Zoom link, please call (505) 866-2440.

If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of a reader, amplifier, qualified 
sign language interpreter, or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or 
participate in the hearing, please contact the Special Services Office at 505-866-2440 
at least one week prior to the hearing.



April 2025					                               Isleta Pueblo News	                                                                      Page 11



Page 12			       	                                   Isleta Pueblo News			                                       April 2025	



April 2025					                          Isleta Pueblo News	                                                                     Page 13



Page 14		      	                                           Isleta Pueblo News		                                                 April 2025	



April 2025					                           Isleta Pueblo News	                                                                      Page 15

APRIL SHOWERS BRING MAY 
FLOWERS!  We’ve all heard that for all of 
our lives, right, and I’m sure all of us wish 
it were true.  Unfortunately, we live in New 
Mexico where we don’t get enough rain.  We 
all hope and pray for rain or moisture of any 
type whenever we can get it!  Well, I guess 
we will continue to hope, pray and wait on 
those April showers to get here, maybe this 
is the year we will finally get those April 
showers!
The weather is getting warmer and warmer, 
the grass is getting greener, and the flowers 
and trees are starting to bloom. All of us love 
to see this, but many of us struggle with all 
the allergies that come along with it.  If you 
are one of those individuals that struggles 
with allergies, I feel for you because I have 
allergies too, it’s always tough.  Stay strong 
and hopefully we will all get through the 
allergy season soon. 
As a department we are busy, especially our 
Parks Crew.  Our Parks crew has started 
mowing the grass in all our parks and green 
spaces that we oversee, unfortunately we’ve 
had some trees blow down and branches 
break off from other trees that we’ve been 
working on removing.  As I mentioned 
earlier everything is blooming and greening 
up, so you’ll be seeing our staff out there 
working on our green spaces daily making 
sure we keep everything looking good.
Recreation just finished with Spring Break 
in late March and we had approximately 40 
children in that program.  The participants 
kept busy, doing activities, games, 
swimming, fieldtrips and much more during 
that time.  This month (April) is the month 
to get your child/children entered into 
the summer recreation program lottery.  
Remember you need to sign up for the 
lottery in order to be eligible for the drawing 
to be in the summer program.  We will be 
doing the drawing in early May.  Staff is 
currently in the process of interviewing 
and hiring summer staff and we are also 
planning out the summer program as well. 

Isleta Aquatics is excited for Spring and 
Summer Programs!  They are currently 
looking to add a Parent and Tot Swim 
class that can take place at least once a 
week, we would like to start this class in 
May.  This class is geared toward 18mo-
4yr old Children and their Parents to gain 
comfortability and skills in the water.  If 
you are interested in signing up for this 
class and/or want more information, please 
reach out to Josh Roybal at 505-869-
9783.  We would also like to invite anyone 
interested to joining us for Water Aerobics 
classes on Mondays and Wednesdays, 
at 11:00am and 5:30pm.  Lap swimming 
is available to anyone interested from 
5:30am-8:30am Monday through Friday, 
sign up required for morning lap swim.  We 
also have open swim from 4:30pm-7:30pm 
Monday through Thursday and 4:30pm-
5:30pm Fridays. Please contact our office to 
sign up for this as well. We will also offer 
open swim on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays 
of each month from 8:30am-11:30am.  We 
are also currently taking sign-ups for the 
next session of swim lessons which are 

slated to begin in May as well.  Swim lesson 
registration forms are available at the front 
desk at the Rec Center or contact Josh 
Roybal at 505-869-9783 for more details 
on availability and registration.  Isleta 
Aquatics is still looking to hire and certify 
lifeguards!  If you know anyone interested 
in becoming a lifeguard, please call or visit 
the POI website for the job posting!  For 
anyone interested in information about 
Lifeguard certification, child or adult swim 
lessons, and other aquatic programming 
please call Josh Roybal at 505-869-9783. 
The warm weather is here and it’s a perfect 
time for fitness activities, especially outdoor 
health fitness activities.  Keep in mind the 
recreation center is a great place to be for 
fitness, the swimming pool is available for 
swimming, but not only that, we offer water 
aerobics classes that have a huge impact on 
your health.  Water aerobics is easy on the 
joints, it is performed in the shallow areas 
of the pool and there is no danger of falling 
or losing balance.  The exercises are very 
effective with amazing results. Speaking 
of amazing results, participating in our 
instructed exercise classes will help with 
the amazing results we are all looking to get 
from our workouts.  Our instructed classes 
are Spin, Pilates Yoga, Zumba and now 
Chair Strength classes.  Don’t procrastinate 

any longer, stop by the recreation center 
and/or old rec to start your fitness journey.  
In the Sports area we just finished up 
our Tribal Youth Basketball season and 
end of season tournament.  This is March 
Madness for the youth that participated.  
The turnout was good for being that this 
is the first year that the Tribal Basketball 
League has been back since before Covid 
hit.  The end of year tournament was 
held here in our gym and the turnout was 
good, lots of family members showed up to 
see their team play, it was nice to see the 
support from all the different tribes.  The 
Bernie Run/Walk is coming up soon, sign-
ups have been slow so we may be pushing 
the date for this event back, we will keep 
everyone posted.  We are still accepting 
teams for our Men’s Basketball League, so 
if you are interested in signing up a team 
for our men’s basketball league, please call 
the   center for more information, you can 
reach us at (505) 869-9786.
ONE LAST THING!
Easter is almost here!  We are currently in 
the planning stages for our Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt, so look for the flyers promoting 
this event.  This event will take place on 
April 19th, 2025 here at the Recreation 
Center, we hope to see all of you there. 

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
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Pueblo of Isleta Public Library
Welcome to April! Spring is in full bloom, and so is our library! April is also a time to 
celebrate National Library Week April 6th -April 12th which reminds us of the vital 

role libraries play in our communities. Read on to learn more about upcoming events, 
and exciting news from the library. We can’t wait to see you this month!

News
 A staff meeting will be scheduled sometime 
during the first week of April. We will be 
planning upcoming programs for children, 
teens, and adults. The library will remain 
open during this time, so don’t hesitate 
to come on in and check out any library 
material.
In observance of Good Friday the library 
will be CLOSED Friday, April 18th. All 
library media checked out on Wednesday, 
April 16th will have a due date of Monday, 
April 21st. We would like to wish everyone 
a Happy Easter holiday! Regular business 
hours will resume Monday, April 21st. 
We’re thrilled to announce that our 
collection is growing! New Movies 
coming soon that include new genre 
categories and cult classics. Cult classics 
are often characterized by devoted 
fandom, quotability & iconic moments, 
unconventional or eccentric elements and 
slow popularity. So, our question to you is 
do you have a favorite cult classic? Stay 
tuned for updates, and be sure to browse 
or collection using the library’s mobile app. 

Tax Season is upon us and the 2024 New 
Mexico Taxation Revenue form packets are 
now available here at the library. Other 
Federal Tax and Revenue forms will need to 
be downloaded from the Internal Revenue 
website www.irs.gov. Make sure and stop 
by the library and pick up a packet before 
the tax deadline. 

Please join us every Thursday at 11:00am 
for Family Story Time, no sign ups required 
so just come on in. Library Staff member 
Abbey will read a story and engage 
toddlers and families in an activity. This 
program gives parents and caregivers the 
opportunity to introduce reading to their 
children. If you have any questions, please 
give Abbey a call at the library, 505-869-
9808 or by email at Abbey.Whitaker@
isletapueblo.com. 

Upcoming  
Summer Reading Program 
Registration will be on Friday, May 
9th at 7am.    Registration will be on a first 
come, first serve basis. We will have one 
single line (youth & junior) for registration. 
This will ensure that priority is given to 
those who showed up early.
Some reminders to keep in mind before 
registering:

•	 Only Parents/Legal Guardians 
are allowed to register for the Summer 
Reading Program, NO EXCEPTIONS!
•	 3-year-olds MUST be potty trained 
and comfortable going to the bathroom 
on their own.
•	 We will be asking for BASIC 
information on registration form along 
with a list of allergies.
•	 Students cannot be dually enrolled 
in other Pueblo of Isleta (POI) Summer 
Programs as there are limited Summer 
Program slots throughout out other POI 
departments.

Both Junior and Youth calendars will 
be available will soon be available and 
will be posted on the library’s website 
page at https://www.isletapueblo.com/
tribalprograms/library. 
This year our Juniors (3-6 years old) will have 
two curriculums based on the Wild West and 
Monsters. Saddle Up for a MONSTROUS 
Summer of Reading! Wrangle your books 
and ride into adventure. This summer we’re 
mixin’ the Wild West with Monsters in our 
6-Week Summer Reading Program. From 
cowboys to sheriffs and monsters to wild 
creatures everyday will be something new.
What to Expect

•	 Daily story time
•	 Cowboy Quests & Monster 		
	 Mashups – exciting activities, 	
	 crafts and games.
•	 Sensory Bins
•	 Learning Center Outdoor Play 		
	 (music, art & water stations).

The Youth (7-14 years old) will consist of 
5 curriculum-based programs. Each library 
staff member will have a different theme, 
mini field trips, crafts and activities. We will 
feature 5 different curriculums to choose 
from and there will be 5 spots available 

for each group. Group descriptions will be 
available at the library to pick up and the 
library website. However, we have provided 
the group descriptions below. 
If you love Christmas and you never want 
it to end during the Holidays, then this 
program is for you! We will be discovering 
Christmas around the world. Learning 
about different countries Christmas 
traditions and their traditional foods, as 
well. We will be learning the importance 
of Christmas and about the spirit of 
Christmas. If you have any questions about 
this program, please contact Abbey at 505-
869-9808 or by email at Abbey.Whitaker@
isletapueblo.com. 
Embark on a fantastical quest this summer 
with Aarika as we delve into mysterious & 
magical worlds! We’ll be reading graphic 
novels from the Hilda series, as well as 
watching Over the Garden Wall  together! 
We’ll also be doing crafts related to both 
fantasy series such as crafting enoch, the 
Serpent Guardian, Mrs. Daniel’s Yard 
Rock, making Auntie Whisper’s Turtles 
(gummies), Beatrice’s Dirt (pudding cups), 
Brewing Quincy Endicott & Margueritte 
Grey’s Tea, & more! 
If you like the outdoors, we’ll also be going 
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on an adventure in the Sandia Mountains  
on South Piedra Lisa Trail! Sign up today & 
all that is lost shall be revealed! If you have 
any questions about this program, please 
contact Aarika at 505-869-9808 or by email 
at Aarika.Jiron@isletapueblo.com. 
Explore your creativity and join us for a 
series of exciting workshops and events 
designed for all ages and skill levels. 
Whether you’re a budding artist or simply 
looking to try something new, our program 
offers a variety of opportunities to learn 
and grow. From painting and drawing to 
texture art using sand and modeling clay, 
nail yarn art, for the fieldtrip we will be 
going to the Albuquerque Art Museum. 
There’s something for everyone. Meet 
fellow art enthusiasts, and gain inspiration 
from different methods of art. Don’t miss 
out on this chance to unleash your artistic 
potential and make lasting memories. If 
you have any questions about this program, 
please contact Kyle at 505-869-9808 or by 
email at  Kyle.Lujan@isletapueblo.com.
Are you excited to unleash your creativity? 
Come join us for Fiber Fun with Astrid! In 
this program, we will delve into knitting, 
crocheting, punch needle techniques, and 
a bit of sewing magic! Explore a new craft 
at the library, and who knows -one day, 
you might be able to create anything your 
imagination envisions. Some of the projects 
we’ll be working on include a cozy blanket 
with chunky yarn, a stylish knit beanie, a 

cute loom knit scarf, and a charming punch 
needle coaster. For our field trip we will 
be going to the Pueblo of Isleta Cultural 
Center. If you have any questions about 
this program, please contact Astrid at 505-
869-9808 or by email at  Astrid.Quintana@
isletapueblo.com.
When you’re out exploring, do you often find 
yourself captivated by rocks and bringing 
them home? Do you enjoy how they sparkle 
in the sunlight? If you’re eager to learn about 
a variety of beautiful crystals and geodes, 
then join us this summer for an exciting 
program! We will delve into the world of 
geodes and different crystals, discovering 
their origins and names. Additionally, we’ll 
grow our own geodes and create our very 

own crystals. I’ll even teach you how to 
make delicious crystal candy! As part of our 
adventure, we’ll visit Mama Minerals to 
break open our own geodes and take them 
home with us. If you have any questions 
about this program, please contact Shania 
at 505-869-9808 or by email at  Shania.
Miera@isletapueblo.com.
Please go over the descriptions and calendars 
with your child(ren) before registration 
to get a better idea if our program will be 
a good fit for both parents and children.
If you have any questions regarding our 
Summer Reading Program, please give the 
library a call at 505-869-9808 and speak 
with a staff member.
		           ( Continued Next Page ) 

Sip & Savor Mocktail program participants creating their own mocktails!

Here are some highlights of our 
Spring Break Story Time Series 

Program

       (Continued Next Page)
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Recap
The Library Reading Challenge to go 
watch the Minecraft movie was a fun and 
engaging program designed to encourage 
reading among participants of all ages. The 
challenge ran from March 3rd to April 2nd 
during this time participants earned their 
ticket to go watch the Minecraft Movie on 
Friday, April 11th. We would like to thank 
all the participants who reached their 
reading goals. We look forward to seeing 
you in our next reading challenge. 
Library staff member Aarika hosted a Sip 
& Savor Mocktail-Making program on 
March 13th. Bringing together community 
members for an evening of creativity and 
fun. Participants gathered to learn the art 
of crafting delicious, alcohol-free beverages 
using fresh ingredients, syrups, and 
sparkling mixers. This program was hands-
on allowing participants to experiment 
with flavors and garnishes to create their 
own signature mocktails. Overall, the Sip 
& Savor program was a refreshing success!
This Spring Break, we hosted a fun-filled 
Story Time Series that brought children 
and families together for a week of engaging 
stories, interactive activities, performers, 
and creative crafts. Here are some highlights 
of the week the library welcomed Irish 
Dancers to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day and a 
Museum tour at the Isleta Cultural Center. 
Each day a new story was featured to go with 
the theme of the day followed by exploring 
local community spaces. Participants also 
enjoyed snacks and refreshments from 

local eateries like Say Cheese, Pizza 9 and 
Lizard Flatts. A huge thank you to all the 
local businesses, library staff, and all the 
families who participated. Your presence 
made this program a success! 

On March 26th library staff member Shania 
hosted a program where participants had 
the opportunity to make and taste delicious 
blue corn cookies. Here are some fun facts 
about blue corn. Blue corn is a variety of 
maize (corn) that has a distinct blue or 
purple colored kernel and is grown in 
the southwestern United States, Mexico, 
and some parts of Central America. Blue 
corn has a slightly nuttier, sweeter taste 
compared to yellow corn and is often used in 
making tortillas, chips, and even beverages 
like “atole”. Blue corn is a staple in Native 
American cuisine, especially among Pueblo 
and Navajo communities. We would like 
to thank Shania for sharing a wonderful 
recipe and everyone who participated. If 
you would like a copy of the recipe, please 
stop by the library. 
The After School Program is feeling the 
Spring Fever as students are wanting to 
go outside and enjoy the sunshine. After 
homework and reading is completed, 
students enjoy outside activities such as 
sidewalk chalk drawing, kick ball, and 
outside play in our Learning Center that 
has a music, art and water stations. Looking 
ahead we only have two more months of 
school and now is the time to make sure we 
finish the school year strong. We can’t wait 
to see what the rest of spring has in store!

Irish Dancers and St. Patty Day 
treats to start off our Spring Break 

Program.

   Purchased Referred Care 
  Did you know?

Did you know Isleta Health Center is 
your payor of last resort? 
Payor of last resort means if you have 
primary insurance, Isleta Health Center 
would be your secondary insurance. 
If you have a primary and secondary 
insurance, Isleta Health Center would be 
your Tertiary insurance. Please list Isleta 
Health Center as your last payor. 

Did you know you have to call PRC to 
inform them of all appointments? 
This includes all ER/urgent care visits, 
any follows ups, any secondary referrals, 
telemed appointments, rescheduled 
appointments. Not calling in for 
appointments will delay payment.

Did you know if you receive a bill from 
a provider, you have to bring it in to 
PRC, even if you have a referral?
Some facilities will send a bill to the 
patient but not Isleta Health Center. It is 
best to bring all bills in received by mail 
to make sure PRC contacts the facility to 
bill Isleta
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We are beginning the fourth 
month of 2025 and one can only 
wonder why this year is passing 
so quickly.  As mentioned in 
the last newsletter, March 
definitely lived up to its name 

and came in “roaring like a lion”!  We hope 
everyone has managed to stay safe while 
traveling as there have been treacherous 
winds and these may not magically stop 
with us moving into April.  So please 
be aware and stay abreast of weather 
alerts and make safe choices for not only 
yourselves, but everyone is out on the 
highway.
Collisions on the interstate pose a 
significant problem to the Pueblo as we may 
have to shut down part of the interstate 
and divert traffic at one of the exits 
which, of course, increases traffic on the 
main thoroughfares of the Pueblo causing 
multiple traffic problems and delays for 
the motoring public.  Please remember 
“patience is a virtue” and we ask all to 
bear with the Police Department when 
we have to divert and monitor traffic flow 
through the Pueblo.  We will do the best 
we can under the circumstances to ensure 
everyone’s safety.

March 14, 2025

                    March 18, 2025

WELCOME

Hello, I’m Officer Robert Lucero and I’m 
from the Pueblo of Laguna. I started my 
law enforcement career with Laguna 
Police Department and worked my way to 
Isleta Police Department. I was previously 
employed with Grants Police Department, 
Sandoval Sheriffs Office, and Santa Fe 
Police Department before coming to the 
pueblo. During these times, I have gained 
a great deal knowledge from basic police 
officer duties, narcotics investigations, 
Special Weapons & Tactics Team, Honor 
Guard Team and DWI Team. I’m married 
with 6 beautiful kids. I love to spend time 
with family and friends when I’m on my 
off-duty time. My interests are farming, 
golfing, hunting and livestock. I hope to 
fulfill my duties to the people of the Pueblo 
of Isleta as well as my  fellow officers. 
Thank you.

Hello, my name is JoLynn Sanchez I am 
an Animal Control Officer for the Pueblo of 
Isleta Police Department. I have spent most 
of my life in Valencia County and I enjoy 
helping the community in every way I can. 
I have eight years of experience working 
with animals in the veterinary field. I look 
forward to gaining more knowledge and 
experience in my career. During my free 
time I enjoy spending time with my family, 
friends and being outdoors which most 
often consists of hiking, hunting or fishing. 
I am very fortunate for the opportunity 
the Pueblo of Isleta has presented to me 
through this position, and I am looking 
forward to contributing to the community 
as a whole.

Welcome back to Jared T. Abeita.  
I am the son of Juan Abeita (Bobby Jr.) and 
Carol Lee Gates.
I was with IPD Open Space from 2018 to 
2021.  I have been truck driving for the 
past few years and wanted to be closer to 
home.  I am very blessed to have another 
opportunity to serve the great community 
of the Isleta Pueblo.

TRAINING
As part of our requirements to maintain 
certifications and honing our skills, there 
is continuous training that officers are 
mandated to take.  Below are some of 
examples of training:

    
                               
                                                                                                  

TASER!  TASER! TASER!              

 

HONORING PUEBLO WOMEN 
PROFESSIONALS

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH  
AT THE PUEBLO OF ISLETA 

CULTURAL CENTER

ISLETA POLICE DEPARTMENT NEWS
APRIL – 2025

              Photo Unavailable

Sgt. Kathleen Lucero 
Criminal Investigations           

    (Continued Next Page)

SFST- DWI DETECTION
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OTHER EVENTS

 Kendra Keahbone & Maria Kirk 
 Victim Advocates

   Bernadette Valencia   
   Lead Evidence Tech

GRAND JURY INDICTMENTS, ARRESTS WORKING TOGETHER
Field, Investigations, Special Prosecutors, Courts, Neighboring 

Agencies
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Another example of the tenacity of the 
department’s war on crime.  This case 
originated on the Pueblo and after a six-
month investigation by our Narcotics 
Division, working together with agencies in 
Valencia County, the end result is the arrest 
of the individual dealing and possessing a 
large amount of narcotics with a sizeable 
amount of cash seized and a weapon.

REMINDER

The Isleta Police Department in taking every opportunity to keep the 
Pueblo of Isleta a safe place to live asks for community input if you 
have concerns regarding community safety.  Please report suspicious 
activity and remember you can remain anonymous.  We have a 
proactive police department and need the community’s assistance 
by being made aware of problems,  incidents, areas of concern, etc.

If an emergency, call 9-1-1
For other reports call 505-869-3030

We appreciate your input and interest.  

	 APD Crimestoppers
	 To Submit a Tip:
	 Call 505-843-STOP or visit the 
	 Albuquerque Metro Crime Stoppers website. 
	 All information provided is 	anonymous.

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION DIVISION
This division is composed of a sergeant and two investigators who have also risen to 
the challenges of criminal activity taking place on the reservation with connections 
to outsiders. The division effectively investigates all information/leads brought 
forth and has had success in charging individuals and following the cases through 
to prosecution.
Again, thanks to the hard work of this division.

BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES CLINICIAN
Another added position is that of the clinician who is kept busy networking with 
multiple organizations to provide the best resources available to the members of the 
Pueblo.  He has many years of experience and worked in different organizations and 
has brought insight into the problems faced by individuals and assisted in helping 
officers to recognize different aspects of mental health issues encountered.
Together with an officer designated to assist with follow-ups, etc., visits have been 
made to determine if the person needs additional resources, etc.

IHSP TRAFFIC DIVISION
For your information, the division does 
have car seats available.  If you are in need 
of one please contact Danette Banegas at 
505-869-9708 or Gertrude Lujan at 505-
869-9830 for more information and setting 
an appointment. Every child must be in a 
properly fitted child restraint seat – let’s 
keep them safe!

BUCKLE UP FOR SAFETY 
EVERYONE!

The Isleta Police Department 
wishes you a safe and joyous 

Easter Holiday!

TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
SAVES LIVES
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Isleta Health Center Community 
Update on Measles Outbreak

We want to keep our community informed 
about the ongoing measles outbreak in Lea 
County, NM and provide steps to protect 
yourselves and your loved ones. The New 
Mexico Department of Health (NMDOH) 
reports that three Lea County residents 
tested positive for measles in February. 
These are New Mexico’s first measles cases 
since 2024, with two cases reported last year. 
Prior to last year, the last cases in the state 
were in 2021.
Measles is highly contagious, but vaccination 
is the most effective way to prevent it. We 
strongly encourage everyone to ensure they 
are up-to-date on their MMR (measles, 
mumps, and rubella) vaccine, especially 
children and those who have not received the 
full series.
Vaccination matters:  

•	 The measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) 
vaccine works very well – making it far less 
likely for you to get measles than someone 
unvaccinated with no immunity. Those 
born before 1957 are already immune.
•	 High-risk adults (college students, 
healthcare personnel, and international 
travelers) need two doses of MMR.
•	 Vaccination provides strong 
protection; however, if you are vaccinated 
and develop symptoms after exposure, 
consult a healthcare provider. Most adults 
vaccinated as children are presumed to be 
immune.
•	 Children should receive two doses: one 
each at 12-months and four years old. 
Symptoms and risks:
•	 Symptoms can appear 7 to 21 days 
after exposure.
•	 Symptoms of measles include fever, 
cough, runny nose, and red eyes, followed 
by a red spotted rash that usually starts 
on the head or face and spreads downward 
across the body.
•	 Complications can include diarrhea, 
ear infections, and pneumonia.
•	 About one in five unvaccinated people 
in the United States who get measles is 
hospitalized. 

If you or your family members have symptoms 
like a high fever, cough, or a distinctive 
red rash, please seek medical attention 
immediately and avoid contact with others to 
prevent the spread.
Stay safe, stay protected, and reach out to 
Isleta Health Center at (505) 869-3200 for 
any questions or to schedule a vaccination. 
Source Material: https://www.nmhealth.org/
news/vaccine/2025/2/?view=2180

Nancy Jo Gonzales, MPA
Director of Public Health Services
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HELP US-HELP YOU
At PRC, we want to remind you that we 
need your help to continue providing the 
best services.
PRC consists of a dedicated team of 4 
clerks and 2 billers. From January 2025 
to February 2025, we processed 1,023 
referrals!
Referrals: When calling in a referral, please 
use the phone number associated with your last 
name
*please note as of March 10th, 2025 there has 
been some changes with the PRC Representatives 
and whose last name they serve

•	 A-C (Theresa) 505-869-4862  
•	 D-K (Amanda) 505-869-4396 
•	 L-O (Kat) 505-869-4874 
•	 P-Z (Riane) 505-869-4884 

Billing Questions: If you have questions about 
your bill, please call

•	 A-L (Andrena)505-869-4896
•	 M-Z (Tania) 505-869-4381

*If you would like a call back from PRC or Billing 
leave a voice mail make sure to speak clearly 
and leave your full name, date of birth, and a 
good contact number for follow-up.
If you’re not getting a timely response or if you 
feel your calls are not being returned as promptly 
as you’d like, please contact the PRC Manager at 
505-869-4861.

Continue Calling for Appointments: 
Whether your appointment is upcoming or in 
the past, please give us a call! We’re here to help 
with all of them.
PRC Eligibility: 
PRC is not an insurances carrier nor an 
entitlement program. It’s a valuable resource 
provided by Isleta Pueblo for its PRC eligible 
members.
*PRC is payor of last resort, must apply or 
have alternate resources before PRC will 
cover any costs.
Uninsured? If you do not have insurance, please 
reach out to our benefit coordinator at 505-869-
4469. Failing to do so could result in unexpected 
bills.

Important Reminder:
ALBUQUERQUE ER & HOSPITAL Does not 
accept Centennial, Medicaid, or Medicare plans. 
Seeking care there may result in you being 
responsible for the cost of services provided.
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Smile Bright This Spring with Isleta Health Dental Clinic. Spring 
into a Healthy smile this April!!
As the weather warms up, let us refresh your oral health routine 
too!  April is Oral Health Month, making it the perfect time to 
schedule your regular checkup and cleaning at IHC Dental 
office 505-869-4499. 
The past month have gone by so fast, we are now in April, 
which is Oral Heath Month and 

Oral Cancer Awareness month.  

 

This Month's Focus:

•	 Spring Cleaning for Your Teeth:
Take advantage and give our clinic a call to schedule a 
Comprehensive exam, x-rays, cleaning, and a fluoride 
treatment.
•	 Gum Health Check-up:
Don't forget about your gums! We'll assess your gum health 
and discuss any concerns you may have.
•	 Oral Hygiene Refresh:
Learn about the best brushing and flossing techniques to 
keep your smile sparkling all season long.

In addition, April is National Dental Hygienists week April 7th 
-11th. We would like to send a shout out to our clinics hygiene 
team:  Erica Carrillo RDH, Susan Stout RDH and Sally Murrow.
These women are a great team and they are very professional 
and love to educate our patients and the community of Isleta.

Fun Fact:
1.	 Your mouth makes 25,000 gallons of saliva in a lifetime, 
which is the size of two Olympic swimming pools. 
2.	 Teeth are the only part of the body that cannot heal 
themselves.

May you all have a Happy Easter!

Easter funnies:

Why did the Easter egg hide?   It was a little chicken
What kind of Easter bunny can’t hop?   A chocolate one 
What do you call a rabbit with the sniffles?  A Runny Bunny

To make an appointment call our clinic at
505-869-4499

St.  Augustine Parish
Isleta Pueblo

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a ministry of consolation at St. Augustine 
Parish to offer spiritual comfort and support to families 
who have experienced the loss of a loved one.  We will 
continue to honor and respect our traditional teachings.  
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Johanna-Rae Crystal Olguin
August 13, 1985 – December 18, 2024
In this time of sorrow and heartache, I would 
like to thank everyone that was there for my 
daughter’s funeral on December 21, 2024. 
Johanna-Rae sadly passed and left us on 
December 18, 2024 @ 9:30 am. 
I would like to give thanks to the Governor, 
Isleta Governor’s Office for their support and 
also for the use of the traditional house.  I would 
like to thank the Tribal Community for being 
there for support.
This is a very big loss to us all, Johnanna-Rae 
was big sister, granddaughter, niece, auntie, 
and friend.
I am very grateful for loving sympathy you all have shown during this tragic 
and difficult loss.  We will forever miss her and she will always be in our 
hearts.  We will forever miss you, Johanna.  You will always be in our prayers.
Johanna-Rae is survived by her mother Lucille A, brothers Joshua O. and 
Andrew C., sister Amanda E., Grandmother Eliz C., and nephews Mike and 
Carlos Romero.

The family of Steve Lucero would like to express their deepest 
gratitude to the Pueblo of Isleta community.

The loss of our son/brother/uncle/
friend has been a deeply sad time for us. 
The support of the family, community 
and friends has been tremendous. It 
is with heartfelt gratitude that we 
want to say "Hawoo, Herkem". Your 
thoughts and prayers have been so 
greatly appreciated and have helped 
us through this difficult time. 
Alvino and Reyes Lucero 

Health Beat:
TEMPERATURES AND

FOOD SAFETY
Karen Roop, Isleta Diabetes Programs Dietitian
Phone: 505-869-4093
Improper handling of food affects millions of 
people each year. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC), 48 million Americans 
become sick from food every single year.¹ This 
is about 14% of the population or 1 in 7 people. 
Of those 48 million people, “128,000 are 
hospitalized and 3,000 die.”¹ One way to help 
reduce foodborne illnesses is to be mindful of 
the role temperature plays in food safety.
How long can I keep food out of the fridge? 

According to the CDC, foods can be kept 
out of the fridge at room temperature for two 
hours.² This refers to the temperature of the 
environment, not the food itself. Once a food is 
cooked or taken out of the fridge or freezer, you 
have two hours to consume it before putting it 
back into the fridge or freezer. If the food is kept 
at a temperature over 90°F, you only have one 
hour before putting it into the fridge or freezer.² 
If you want to let the food cool down before 
putting it in the fridge to prevent dropping the 
fridge’s temperature, that is okay. However, 
keep in mind you will need to put the food away 
within the 1- to 2-hour time limit.
Why is it important to not leave foods at 
room temperature or high temperatures for 
too long?

Bacteria grow rapidly in a temperature range 
called the “Danger Zone.”³ The danger zone 
is between 40°F and 140°F.³ This is why 
refrigerators are kept at 40°F or below. Hot-
holding foods at a temperature above 140°F 
are also okay for feasts or gatherings. 
To learn more about food safety and to take 
your food handlers training online through IHS, 
you can reach the course at https://www.ihs.
gov/foodhandler/.
Visit these websites for more information:

¹.	 h t tps : / /www.cdc .gov / foodsafe ty /
foodborne-germs.html
².	 https://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/ten-
dangerous-mistakes.html
³.	 https://www.fsis.usda.gov/food-safety/
safe-food-handling-and-preparation/food-
safety-basics/danger-zone-40f-140f

We are using screens now more 
than ever before. Many of us use 
our computer screens at work and 
spend much of our spare time on our 
TVs, phones or tablets.  This can be 
a wonderful thing, but there are also 

potential side effects. One of the effects of increased screen 
time is that it can bother our eyes, a recent term has been 
coined for this: “Digital Eye Strain”. Our eyes feel strained 
due to the background light from the devices, and due to 
small muscles inside our eyes that are working hard to keep 
us focused on the devices in front of us. 
The Optometry Times and many eye-care professionals 
have recently created a simple rule to help combat this 

Digital Eye Strain. They call it the 20-20-20 Rule; this means 
that for every 20 minutes you spend on a digital screen, 
you should take a 20-second break to look at something at 
least 20 feet away. Oftentimes, our eyes feel most relaxed 
when we let them rest for a moment and just look into the 
distance. If you can actively remember to take short breaks 
from staring at screens throughout your day, your eyes will 
thank you. Especially if you are feeling eyestrain or fatigue at 
the end of the day, this is something you should implement 
into your daily routine. Vision is such an important part of 
our lives, let’s remember to take care of our eyes so they 
can take care of us for many more years to come.
Isleta Health Center
Optometry Department

Isleta Health Center Optometry
Digital Eye Strain
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It is normal to have low blood pressure?
Great question! Blood pressure measurements have two 
numbers – the top number is the systolic pressure, and 
the bottom number is the diastolic pressure. The goal for 
most people is about 120 to 130 systolic, and about 80 to 
90 diastolic. Many people have a blood pressure lower than 
120/80, and they are perfectly healthy. For example, children’s 
blood pressures are supposed to be lower than adults’ -- their 
goal blood pressures change with age. Adults with great 
cardiovascular fitness – like runners and swimmers – often 
have blood pressures below 120/80. It is common that people 
with certain health conditions such as cirrhosis have lower yet 
normal blood pressures.

When is low blood pressure a problem?
Most of the time, low blood pressure is not a problem (see 
above). Lower blood pressure measurements are only a 
problem when the person is having symptoms. Someone 
could have a blood pressure of 110/70 and feel 100% normal 
– that’s no problem! However, someone else could have a 
blood pressure of 110/70 and feel dizzy, light-headed, or sick 
– that’s a problem! Sometimes low blood pressure is related 
to being sick, being dehydrated, or certain medications. If you 
or a loved one have symptoms alongside low blood pressure, 
get checked by a health professional. 
Ask the Clinic, is a new section in the POI Newsletter, 
where you can ask the Clinic ANY Question and we will 
answer it in future newsletters. 
 

ASK THE CLINIC
     Isleta Health Center Provider, 
    Dr. Ray Kelley, 505-869-3200 
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April 7th – 13th marks National Public Health Week 
(NPHW)—a time to recognize the importance of community 
well-being and encourage healthier lifestyles. This year, 
we invite the Pueblo of Isleta to come together and take 
steps toward better health for ourselves, our families, and 
future generations.

What is National Public Health Week?

NPHW is a nationwide observance that highlights different 
health topics each day, from nutrition and mental wellness 
to environmental health and access to care. This is a great 
opportunity to reflect on traditions of holistic well-being 
and how we can incorporate modern health practices into 
our daily lives.

Here are a few ways you and your family can get involved 
and prioritize health this April:

1.	 Get Moving with Exercise
o	 Take a walk in the warmer weather, spend 
time outside gardening, or join a local fitness class. 
Even light movement can improve heart health and 
energy levels.

2.	 Eat Healthier with Traditional Foods
o	 Incorporate traditional Pueblo foods like 
beans, corn, and squash into your meals. Cooking 
with fresh, natural ingredients helps support long-
term health.

3.	 Focus on Mental and Spiritual Wellness
o	 Spend time in nature, practice mindfulness, 
or participate in practices that promote inner peace 
and resilience.

4.	 Stay on Top of Your Health Screenings
o	 Visit the Isleta Health Center for checkups, 
immunizations, and screenings. Preventative care 
is key to staying healthy.

5.	 Get Involved in Community Events
o	 Check the Isleta Health Center calendar in 
this month’s newsletter for upcoming events, such 
as stress management, cooking classes, and grocery 
bingo. 

As we recognize National Public Health Week, we also want 
to express our deep appreciation for the dedicated public 
health staff at the Isleta Health Center. Their commitment 
to keeping our community safe, informed, and healthy 
does not go unnoticed. From organizing community events 
to providing medical transportation and conducting home 
visits, their hard work is invaluable to the well-being of the 
community. Thank you for all that you do!

For more information on programs, contact the Isleta 
Health Center at 505-869-3200 and keep an eye out for 
POI community texts.

Nancy Jo Gonzales, Director of Public Health Services

Celebrating National Public Health Week in Isleta



Page 28			       	                                  Isleta Pueblo News			                                       April 2025	


